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PAPERS, &sc.

(No. 1.)

No. 8, Hereford-Street, le 6 Fru&idor, An.8

, (24 Aofit 1800.)
Milord,
QI? ELQUE fcrupuleux que j’ aie été jufqu'ici
fuivie en tous Points la Marche tracée
pour mes Communications Officielles avec le Mi-
niftére de Sa Majelté, le Secret.& la Célérité qu’
exigent celles qui font ’Objet de Ia Note ci-jointe
me paroiffent juftifier des Relations plus direttes.
Yaime 3 croire d’apres cela, que Votre Excellence
ne défapprouvera pas le Parti que je ptends au-
jourdhui de lui communiquer, fans Intermediaire,
les Intentions du Gouvernement Frangois touchant
les Ouvertures qui lui ont été faites par Monfieur
le Baron de Thugut.
- Si Sa Majefté agrée les Propofitions renfermées
dans la Note ci-jointe, je vous prie, Milord, de
nommer le plutét poffible la Perfonne qui fera
¢hargée de traiter avec moi, & qui fans Doute ap-
portera, dans cette Negociation importante, ’Efprit
& Conciliation qui feul pourra rétablir la Paix
B &la
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& la bonne Intelligence entre - les deux Gou-
vernemens. .
J’ai ’Honneur d’étre avec la Conﬁderauon la

plus refpectucufe, &c.
~ (Signe)  OTTO.

——

(TRANSLATIOB}.)

No 8, Hereford Street, le 6 Fruc. An. 8.
(Aug. 24, 1800.)
My Lord, :
OWEVER fcrupulous I may have hitherto
been to follow in all Refpe&s the Path traced
for my Official Communications with the Miniftry
of His Majefty, yet the Secrécy and Difpatch re-
quifite for thofe which form the fubje& of the en-
clofed Note, appear to me to juftify a more diret
Communication. I flatter myfelf, therefore, that
your Excellency will not difapprove of the Step I
now take of communicating to you, without any
Intervention, the Intentions of the French Go-
vernment refpeting the Overtures which have been
made to it by Baron Thugut.

If His Majefty fhould accept the Propofitions
contained in the enclofed Note, I beg, my Lord,
that you would appoint, as foon as poffible, the Per-
fon who fhall be employed to treat with me ; and
who without doubt will be guided in this impor-
tant Negotiation by that fpirit of Conciliation which

alone
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alone can contribute to the Reftoration of Peace
and good Underftanding between the two Go-
vernments.
* I have the Honor to be, with the moft refpe&-
ful Confideration,

My Lord,

Your Excellency’s moft humble
and moft obedient Servant,
(Signed) OTTO.

(No. 2.)

A Son Excellence Milord Grenville, Sé-
cretaire d’Etat au Departement des

Affaires Etrangeres.
SA Majefté Imperiale ayant fait, communiquer au
Gouvernement de la République Frangoife une
ote de Lord Minto, Envoyé Extraordinaire et
Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majefté le Roi de
la Grande Bretagne prés la Cour de Vienne, de
laquelle Note il refulte, que le Defir de Sa Ma-
jefté Britannique feroit de voir terminer la Guerre
qui divife la France & I’Angleterre; le Soufligné
eft fpécialement autorifé 3 demander au Miniftere
de Sa Majefté des Eclairciflemens ulterieurs fur la
Propofition qui a été tranfmife par la Cour de Vi-
enne; & en méme Tems, vl qu’il paroit impoffi-
" ble que dans le Moment ol I’Autriche & I’Angle-
~ terre prendroient une Part commune aux Negoci-
B.2 ations,
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ation, la France fe trouvit en Sufpenfion d’Armes
avec I’ Autriche & en Continuation d’Hoftilité avec
I’ Angleterre ; le Soufligné eft autorifé pareillemens
a propofer qu'un Armiftice Général foit concl en-
tre les Armées & les Flottes des deux Etats, en
prenant 3 I’Egard des Places afliégées & bloquées
des Méfures analogues 2 celles qui ont eu Lieu en
Allemagne, par Rapport aux Places d’Ulm, de
Philiptbourg, & d’Ingolftadt.

Le Souffigné a re¢i de fon Gouvernement les
Pouvoirs neceflaires pour négocier & conclure cet
Armiftice Général. 1l prie fon Excellence Milord
Grenville de placer cette Note fous les Yeux de Sa
Majefté Britannique, & de lui tran{mettre la Re-
ponfe dé,_ Sa Majefté.

(Signé)  OTTO.
Londres, le 6 Fru&idor, An 8.
" (24 Aoit 1800.)

S ———
(TRANSLATION.)

To his Exceliency Lord Grenville, Secre-
tary of State for the Department of
Foreign Affajrs.-

HS Imperial Majefty having communicated to the

Government of the French Republic a Note from
Lord Minto, Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter Ple.
nipotentiary of His Majefty the King of Great Britain,

at the Court of Vienna, from which Note it appel:lrs
that
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that the Defire of His Britannic Majefty is to fee a
Termination of the War which divides France and
England, the Underfigned is fpecially authorized to
demand from His Majefty’s Miniftry farther Ex-
planations refpeting the Propofition which has been
tranfmitted by the Court of Vienna; and, at the
fame Time, as it appears impoffible that at the Mo-
ment when Auftria and England take a commoh
Share in the Negotiations, France fhould find hes-
felf undet a Sufpenfion of Arms with Auftria, and
a Continuation of Hoftilities with England, the
Underfigned is in like Manner authorized to pro-
pofe that a Gen¢ral Armiftice be concluded be-
tween the Armies and the Fleets of the Two States,
adopting, with refpet to the Places which are be-
fieged and blockaded, Meidfures analogous to thofe
which have taken place in Germany relative to
Ulm, Philipfbourg, and Ingolftadt.

The Underfigned has received from his Govern-
ment the Powers neceffary for negotiating and con-
cluding this General Armiftice. He begs his Ex-
cellency Lord Grenville to lay this Note before His
Britannic Majefty, and to tranfmit to him His Ma-
jefty’s Anfwer. _

(Signed)  OTTO.
London, the 6th Fruc. An. 8.
(Aug. 24, 1800.)

B3
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(No. 3.)

Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 26, 18c0.
AM to requeft that you will endeavour, as foon
as you can, to fee M. Otto, and to afk him

from me, Whether he has any Objetion to deliver
toyou, fealed up for me, the Papers to which his
laft Communication refers, ashis doing fo will ex-
pedite his receiving the Anfwer to it.

You will, at the fame Time, apprize him, that
you are not informed of the Particulars of that
Communication, or of its Tendency; and that
ZYou have been charged to make this Inquiry, in
order to avoid drawing any Attention to it.

' (Signed) GRENVILLE.

Commiffioner George.

(No. 4.)

BONAPARTE,_Premier Conful de la Répub-

lique Frangois, en vertu de P’Article 41 de la
Contftitution, donne au Citoyen Otto, Commif-
faire du Gouvernement pour ’Echange des Prifon-

iers en Angleterre, Pouvoir de propofer, confentir, -

& figner, conformement a fes InftruGions, un Ar-
miftice Général entre la Republique Frangoife &
- Sa Majefté le Roi de la Grande Bretagne.

" Fait

d
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Fait i Paris, au Palais du Governement, le 2
Fru&idor, An 8 de la Republique. ‘

(Signé) Parle Premier Conful, BONAPARTE.

Sioné Le Secretaire d’Etat,
(Signé) 1 HUGUES B. MARET.

———

~

“(TRANSLATION.)

- M. Otto’s full Powers.
ONAPARTE, Firft Conful of the French Re-
public, in virtue of the 41ft Article of the Con.
ftitution, gives to the Citizen Otto, Commiffary of -
the Government for the Exchange of Prifoners °
in England, Power to propofe, to confent to, and
to fign, conformably to his Inftru&ions, a General
Armiftice between the"French Republic and His
Majefty the King of Great Britain.

(Signed) By the Firft Conful, BONAPARTE.
- (Si gn ed) The Secretary of State,

HUGUES B. MARET.

Done at Paris, at the Palace of the
Government, the 2d Fru&idor,
Year 8 of the Republic.

(No. 5.) .
Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 28, 1800.
HAVE the King’s Commands to defire that you
will, as foon as you can after the Receipt of
~ this Letter, fee M. Otto ; and that you will return
’ B 4 to
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~ to him the Original of the Paper which he deli-
vered to you on Tuefday laft.

In making proper Acknowledgments to him for
his Attention on this Occafion, you will mention,
that the Paper I had wifhed to fee was not this,
but Lord Minto’s Note referred to in that which
M. Otto addrefled to me by Otrder of his Govern-
ment on the 24th Inftant; but:that, while you
were with M. Otto, I received, by a Meflenger
from Vienna, the Copy of Lord Minto’s Note, to-
gether with that written on the fame Subje&t by
M. de Thugut to M. Talleyrand.

I encldfe to you for your Information a Copy of
the former, and an Extra& of the latter of thofe
Papers, which you will return to me after you fhall
" have feen M. Otto. The Reafon of my commu-
nicating them to you is, to enable you to converfe
with M. Otto on the fubjett of them, in Confor-
mity with the inftrutions contained in the Minute
herewith enclofed, which you are at Liberty in the
Courfe of your Converfation to fhew to M. Otto,
as containing -the Hedds of what you are charged
to communicate to him.

You will of Courfe carefully confine your Con-
verfation within the Limits of that Paper ; and you
will as foon as poffible deliver to me a written Mi-
nute of what fhall have paffed between you and
M. Otto on the Subje®. Iam, &c.

. (Signed)  GRENVILLE.
Commiffioner George.

[
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(No. 6,)

Minute of Inftru&tions to Capt. George,
Auguft 28, 1800.

I O declare that the Note prefented, at

Vienna by Lord Minto contains the Ex-

preflion of His Majefty’s Sentiments, and that the
King is ready to a& in Conformity to it.

II. To inquire whether any Anfwer has been
returned by the French Government to the Pro-
pofal contained in M. Thugut’s Letter to M. Tal-
leyrand refpecting a Place for the meeting of Ple-
nipotentiaries to carry on Joint-Negotiation: or

~ whether M. Otto is authorized to agree with this
" Government on that Point, agreeably to the Sug-
 geftion contained in M. Thugut’s Letter.

III. To exprefs in that Cafe that either of the
Places named by M. de Thugut would be agreed
to by His Majefty, and a proper Perfon fent thither
on His Majefty’s Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries
of Auftria and France, provided that the French
Government is willing to enter into fufficient En-
gagements for the Freedom of dire& Communica-

tion by Couriers with fuch Place of Negotiation.

IV, That with refpeét to the Propofal of an Ar-
miftice, the King would fee with great Satisfaction
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt
any Meafure, the immediate Effect of which would
be to put a Stop, at leaft for a Time, to the Cala-
mities of War; but that an Armiftice, as applying
to Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been

agreed
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agreed on between Great Britain and France during
the Courfe of their Negptiations for Peace, or
until the Preliminaries havé been aually figned:
That it cannot therefore be confidered as a Step
neceflary to Negotiation ; and that from the Dif-
putes to which its Execution muft unavoidably be
expeted to give rife, it might more probably tend
to obftru&t than to facilitate the Succefs of thofe
Endeavours which the two Parties might employ
for the Reftoration of Peace: That the Circum.
ftances of a Naval War are obvioufly not fuch as
to admit of fuch equal Arrangements as are eafily
eftablifhed with regard to Military Operations
when fufpended by fuch an Agreement: That it
appears, therefore, at all Events premature to enter
even into the Difcuffion, of this Queftion, until .
_ from the Courfe of the Negotiations it fhall more
clearly appear how far they are likely to lead to a
fatisfattory Iffue: And that no Decifion could in -
any Cafe be taken here on fuch a Subjet unlefs the

. French Government had previoufly explained in

- what Manner it is conceived that the Principles
of the Regulations adopted in the German Armif-
tice with refpe® to blockaded Towns, can be
applied to the Naval Ports and Arfenals of France,
fo as to carry boni fide into Execution, as to the
refpective Maritime Forces, the Objeéts which thofe
Stipulations have inView with refpeét to the Mili-
tary Pofitions occupied by the two Armies.
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(No. 7.) )
Park-Place, Aug. 29, 1800.
My Lord,

I Obedience to His Majefty’s Commands com-

municated to me by your Lordfhip in your Letter
of Yefterday’s Date, I called uponM.Otto, and had a
particular Converfation with him on the Subje of the
Papers delivered to me by your Lordfhip. I madea
proper Acknowledgment to him for the Readinefs
which he fhewed to comply with your Lordfhip’s
With of communicating the Paper you wifhed
to fee, which he conceived to be the one I had the
Honor to deliver to your Lordthip ; and he appears
fully-fenfible of the Attention fhewn him on that
Occafion. I declared to him,

1ft, That the Note prefented at Vienna by Lord
* Minto contains the Expreflion of His Majefty’s
Sentiments, and that the King isready to a& in
Conformity to it.

2d, I. enquired whether any Anfwer had been
returned by the French Government. to the Pro-
pofal contained in M. Thugut’s Letter to M. Tal-
leyrand refpe&mg a Place for the Meeting of Ple-
nipotentiaries to carry on joint Negotiations, and
was informed by him that the Place of Meeting
was fixed at Luneville.

3d, I informed M. Otto that either of the Places
named by M. Thugut would be agreed to by His
Majefty, and a proper Perfon fent thither on His
Majefty’s Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries of
Auﬁna and France, provided that the French Go- o

vernment
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vernment is willing to enter into fufficient Engage-
ments for the Freedom of dire® Communication
by Couriers with fuch Place of Negotiation ;
which he promifes to communicate immediately to
the French Government by Courier.

4th, I alfo informed M. Otto of the very fub-
ftantial Reafons that will prevent His Majefty from
agreeing to a General Armiftice previous to the
figning of Preliminaries, as detailed in the Minute
which I had the Honor to receive from your Lord-
fhip ; and was anfwered by him, that he has every
Reafon to think, and is perfonally convinced,
that the Continuation of the German Armiftice
will depend upon the Conclufion of the Englith
Armiftice, the Advantages of the latter being con-
fidered by France as an Equivalent for the very ob-
vious Difadvantages of the German one. He ob-
ferved, that the Regulations contained in the Ger-
man Armiftice do not extend to fuch Places as
were not actually blockaded or attacked by the
French; judging therefore from Analogy, fuch
Places only as are atually blockaded by the Englifh
Forces could be comprehended in the propofed Ar- -
miftice, therefore Belleifle, Malta, and Alexandria
thould be put on the fame footing as Ulm, Phi-
lipfburg, and Ingolftadt. .

M. Otto has been inftruéted to require an An.
fwer to the Propofal for a General Armiftice before
the 3d of September, which makes him conclude
that Hoftilities may again commence about that
Time, fhould the propofed Armiftice be pofitively

refufed
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‘ re'fufed on the Part of His Majefty. He farther ob-

ferved that as long as Hoftilities on the Continent
are carried on, there can be no firm Bafis on which
to ground Negotiation, as every Change on either
Side would occafion a new Subje& of Difcuffion.
M. Otto farther remarked, that if a General
Armiftice thould be agreed on, he is authorized to
enter into any Security that may be thought necef-
fary for the Commerce of Great Britain ; and that
the great Importance of the Subjeét obliges him to
enquire whether he is to have a written Anfwer on
the Subje& of the General Armiftice, or whether
he is to confider the prefent verbal Com‘mumcanon
as definitive againtt it.
I have the Honor to be, &c.
(Signed)  R. GEORGE.

Right Honourable Lord Grenville.

(No. 8.)

Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800.
S M. Otto exprefled to you a Defire to receive in
Writing the Anfwer of the King’s Government
to his Note, I tranfmit to you the enclofed, which
I requeft you will communicate to him.
I am, &c.
(Signed)  GRENVILLE.

Commiffioner George.
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(No. g.)

Sir, Downing Street, Aug: 29, 1800.
I ENCLOSE to you, by the King’s Command, the '
Anfwer which His Majefty has thought proper
that I fhould return to the different Points con-
tained in the Note which I had the Honour to re-
ceive from you.
- The Mode which you adopted for the Tranf-
miffion.of that Paper was perfely fatisfaGory to
His Majefty’s Government ; but as Captain George
has, from his Situation, the Opportunity of unob-
ferved Intercourfe with you, I will requeft you to
tranfmit to me, through him, any further Com.-
munications with which you may be charged by
your Government refpeting this Bufinefs.
(Signed) GRENVILLE.
M. Otte.

(No. 10.)
NOTE. ’
M, OTTO having apprifed Hig Majefty’s Go-
vernment, through Captain George, that
the Propofal made by the Court of Vienna for fix-
ing Luneville as the Place for carrying on the pro-
pofed Negociation for a General Peace has been
acceded to by the French Government, it only re-
mains on that Head to exprels His Majefty’s
Agreement to the fame Propofal ; and to declare,

that in confequence thereof a proper Perfon fhall
be
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be fent to Luneville, on His Majefty’s Part, to
meet the Plenipotentiaries of Auftria and France,
as foon as the Paffports for fuch Minifter and his
Suite fhall be received : Provided that the French
Government is willing to enter into the neceffary
Engagements, that His Majefty’s Plenipotentiary
fhall be at Liberty to communicate freely, and in
the ufual Manner, by Courier, with this Country,

and with the Domiunions of His Majefty’s Allies.
With refpett to the Propofal for a General Ar-
miftice by Sea and Land between Great Britain and
France, the King would fee with great Satisfattion
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt
any Meafure, the immediate Effe& of which would
be to put a Stop, at leaft for a Time, to the Cala-
mities of War ; but an Armiftice, as applying to
Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been agreed
on between Great Britain and France, during the
Courfe of their Negotiations for Peace, or until
the Préliminaries have been atually figned; fuch
~ a Step cannot therefore be confidered as neceflary
to Negotiation, and from the Dilputes to which its
Execution muft unavoidably be expefted to give
Rife, there is juft Reafon to apprehend that it
might more probably tend to obftrué than to faci-
litate the Succefs of thofe Endeavours which the
two Parties might employ for the Reftoration of
Peace. Befides this, it is to be confidered, that the
Circumftances of a Naval War are obvioufly not
fuch as to admit of fuch equal Arrangements as
dre eafily eftablithed with regard to Military Opera-
tions, when fufpended by fuch an Agreement. It
appears
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appears therefore at all Events premature to enter
even into the Difcuffion of this Queftion, until
from the Courfe of the Negotiations it' fhall more
clearly appear how far they are likely 10 lead to a
fatisfatory Iffue. But in any Cafe no Dcc:ﬁon
could be taken here on fuch a Subjet, unlefs the
French Government had previoufly explained,
in what Manner it is conceived that the Principles
of the Regulations adopted in the German Ar.
miftice with refpe& to blockaded Towns can be
applied to the Naval Ports and' Arfenals of France
and her Allies now blockaded by His Majefty’s
. Fleets, fo as to carry bona fide into Execution, as
to the refpetive Maritime Forces, the fame Objets
which thofe Stipulations have in view with refpe&
to the Military Pofitions occupied by thc Armies in
Germany and Italy.

(Slgned) GRENVILLE,

Downing Street, Aug. 29, 180c0.

(No. 11.)

Hereford-Street, No. 8, le 30 Aout 1800
(12 Fru&, An 8.)
Milord,

J'Al requ Hier au Soir la Lettre et J]a Note que
Votre Excellence m’a fait I’Honneur de m’adrefler
et je me fuis empreflé de les envoyer. fur le champ

i Douvres par un Courier extraordinaire.
Je ne puis qu’étre trés flatté de I’Approbation
que le Gouvernment de Sa Majefté a bien voulu
donner
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donner au Mode que j’avois adopté pour mes Com-
munications Politiques, Celui que Votre Excel-
lence me propofe 2 le double Avantage de la Célé-
rité et du Secrét; et je le fuivrai toutes les Fois
que les Ordres de mon Gouvernement me mettront
dans le Cas d’enprofiter. J’ai I’Honneur d’étre, &c.

(Signé)  OTTO.

(TRANSLATION.)

No. 8, Hereford Street, Aug. 30, 1800.
: (12th Fruc. An 8.)
My Lord,

] RECEIVED Yefterday Evening the Letter and
the Note which your Exellency did me the Ho,
nor to addrefs to me; and I immediately tranf-
mitted them to Dover by an extraordinaty Mef-

fenger. ,

I cannot but be extremely flattered by the Ap-
probation which His Majefty’s Government has
been pleafed to give to the Mode which I had
adopted for my political Communications. That
which your Excellency propofes to me combines
the double Advantage of Difpatch and of Secrecy,
and I fhall follow it as often as Orders from my
Government fhall afford me an Opportunity of

c pro-
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profiting by it. I have the Horor to be,. with the

moft refpe&tful Confideration,
My Lord,
Your Excellency’s moft humble

and moft obedient Servant,

(Signed)  OTTO.

(No. 12.)
Vs NOTE.

SON Excellence Milord Grenville, ayant bien

voulu informer le Soufligné de I’Intention de Sa

Majefté d’envoyer un Plenipotentiaire 3 Luneville

pour prendre Part-aux Négociations qui feront en-

tamées, auflitét que les Paffeports neceffaires,

auront été éxpediés par le Gouvernement Frangois,
& qu’on aura donné I’ Affurance d’une Correfpond-
ence libre de ce Plenipotentiaire avec fa Cour, &
avec les Pays appartenants aux Alliés de Sa Majefté,

le Souffigné a expédié fur le Champ un Courier ex--

traordinaire . pour communiquer ces Difpofitions
i Son Gouvernement.

Les Sentiments de Conciliation & d’Humanité
qui ont influé fur cette Décifion du Cabinet font

un heureux Préfage du Rétabliffement de la bonne

Harmonie entre deux Pays qui, par le Genie, les
Talens, & P'Induftrie de leurs Peuples, font fi
fortement interéflés i chérir les Arts & les Jouif-
fances de la Paix. C’eft pour atteindre plus

promptement - ce But fi ardemment - defiré - par

‘T'Europe
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’Europe entiére, que le Soufligné avoit été chargé
de foumettre au Gouvernement Britannique le Pro-
jet d’une Tréve Maritime ; mais les Miniftres de
Sa Majefté ayant jugé qu'il feroit prématuré den-
trer méme en Difcuffion fur cet Qbjet, il doit refpec-
ter les Motifs qui leur, paroiffent militer ¢ontre une
pareille Négociation, quoiqu’il ait’ eu tout Lieu
d’efperer que I’Adhéfion de Sa Majefté a cette Pro-
pofition auroit p devenir le Gage de la Continu-
ation des deux Armiftices conclis en Allemagne
& en Italie, le Gouvernement Frangois ne pouvant
confentir long Tems i facrifier les Avantages qué
lui donne fa Pofition -militaire fur le Continent,
fans étre affuré d’un Sacrifice analogue de la Part
~ dela Grande. Bretagne. Si par la Force impéri-
eufe des Circonftances, le Refultit des Négoci-
ations de Luneville étoit foumis aux nouvelles
Chances de la Guerre, il eft 2 prefumer que les In-
ftructions & Déliberations refpeétives n’auroient
plus pour Bafe un Etat de Chofe connu & apprécié
de toutes Parts, & que les Difpofitions pacifiques
manifeftées par les Puiffances Belligerantes ne pro-
duiroient pas des Effets auffi prompts & auffi falu-
taires, qu'on auroit pl en efperer d’une Tréve
Générale.
. Les Apprehenfions du Souffigné touchant le Re-
nouvellement probable dés Hoftilités en Alle-
magne & en Italie, nonobftant les Négociations
qui de Concert avec Sa Majefté feront entamées
a Luneville, font confirmées par ’Ordre qu’il
c2 a
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a recu de folliciter une Réponfe avant le 3 Sep-
tembre. -
(Signé) OTTO.
Hereford Street, le 12 Fru&. An 8.
(30 Aot 1800.)

et

(TRANSLATION.)

NOTE.

H IS Excellency Lord Grenville having been
pleafed to inform the Underfigned of the In.
tention of His Majefty to fend a Plenipotentiary
to Luneville in order to take a Share in the Nego-
tiations which fhall be entered upon, as foon as the
neceflary Paflports fhall have been tranfmitted by
the French Government, and as foon as Affurance
fhall have been given refpeting the free Correfpon- -
dence of this Plenipotentiary with his Court and
with the Countries belonging to the Allies of His
Majefty, the Underfigned immediately difpatched
an extraordinary Meflenger in order to communi-
. cate thefe Difpofitions to his Government.

The conciliatory and humane Sentiments which
have had an Influerce in praducing this Deci-
fion of the Cabinet, are a happy Prefage of the
Re-eftablithment of good Harmony between two

 Countries which, from the Genius, the Talents,
and the Induftry of their People, are fo ftrongly
interefted in cherithing the Arts and the Enjoyments

of
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of Peace. It is with a View to attain more
{peedily this End fo ardently defired by all Europe,
that the Underfigned was direfted to fubmit to the
Britith Government the Projet for a Maritime
Truce; but the Minifters of His Majefty having
judged that it would be premature to enter even upon
the Difeuffion of this Objedt, it his Duty to refpect
the Motives which appear to them to militate againft
fuch a Negotiation, although he may have had
~every Reafon to hope that the Adherence of His
Majefty to that Propofal might have become the
Pledge of the Continuance of the two Armiftices
concluded in Germany and Italy ; the French Go-
vernment not being able to confent, for any Length
of Time, to facrifice the Advantages afforded to
it by its military Pofition upon the Continent,
without the Affurance of an analogous Sacrifice
on the Part of Great Britain.

If, through the imperious Force of Circum-
ftances, the Refult of the Negotiations of Lune-
ville fhould be fubjeted to the future Fortune of
War, it is to be prefumed that the refpective In-
ftrudtions and Deliberations would no longer have
for a Bafis a State of Things known and appre.
ciated on-all Sides, and that.the pacific Difpofitions
manifefted by the Belligerent Powers would not
produce Effeds as prompt and falutary as might
have been hoped for from a general Truce.

The Apprehenfions of the Underfigned, relative
to the probable Renewal of Hoftilities in Germany
and in Italy, notwithftanding the Negotiations

. c 3 which,
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which, in Concert with His Majefty, fhall be com.
menced at Luneville, are confirmed by the Order

which he has received- to folicit an Anfwer before

the 3d of September.
(Signed)  OTTO.

Hereford Street, the xzth Fru&. Year 8.
(30th Aug. 1800.)

(No. 13.)

: Downing Street, Sept. 2, 1800.
Sir, ‘

AM to defire that you will apprize M. Otto,

that the King has been pleafed eventually to
make Choice of Mr. Grenville to reprefent his
‘Majefty at Luneville, and of Mr. Garlike, now
His Majefty’s Secretary -of Legation at Berlin, to
a& as His Majefty’s Secretary to Mr. Grenville’s
Miffion. It will therefore be neceffary that a fepa-
rate Paffport for Mr. Garlike fhould be furnithed
by the French Government, fuch as will enable him
to proceed dire@tly from Berlin t> Luneville. You
will add, that it will be a Matter of Convenience

to His Majefty’s Government, and to Mr. Garlike -

perfonally, if that Paflport, -inftead of being fent
through London, were tranfmitted, through the
French Minifter at Berlin, to the Earl of Carysfort,

His Majefty’s Minifter at that Court,

I with
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" I wifh'you farther to remark to M. Otto, that
it is ufual in the opening of Negotiations for Peace,
that: fuch previous Explanations thould take place
as may enable the refpeftive Minifters to arrive
nearly at the fame Timne at the Place of Negotia-
tion ; and that as the Communication on this Point
may be received here fo much fooner from Paris
than from Vnenna, His Majefty’s Government
would with to be informed through you of the Pe- _
riod which may be fixed for the Arrival of the Au-
ftrian and French Plenipotentiaries at Luneville, in
order that no Delay may take place on His Ma.
jefty’s Part in the opening of the Negotiation.

) I am, &c.
.(Signed) GRENVILLE.

To Captain George.

(No. 14.) .
. Hereford Street, 4 Sept.
(17 Fru&.)

Milord,
M. GEORGE n’tant pas encore revenu de
Margate, od'il a conduit fa Famille, j efpére
que votre Excellence ne defapprouvera pas que je
vous fafle paffer direGtement les Communications
trés importantes que j’ai regues ce Matin par un
Courier extraordinaire. Je dois ajouter que fi Sa
Majelté confent a I’ Armiftice propofé, je fuis char-
gé de remettre le Pafleport, et de donner toutes les
c 4 Affurances
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Affurances demandées pour le Plénipotentiaire qu!

pourra étre nommé.

: . Jai PHonneur d'étre, avec la plus: haute Con.

~ fidération, ' .
» Milord,

De Votre Excellence

Le trés humble et trés obéiffant Serviteur,
(Signé) = OTTO.

T
(TRANSLATION.) |

Hereford Street, 4th Sept.
' (17 Fru& )
My Lord,

R. GEORGE not being yet returned from
Margate, whither he has conveyed his Fami-

ly, T hope that your Excellency will not difapprove
of my tranfmitting to you direétly the very impor-
tant Communications which I received this Mor-
ning by an extraordinary Courier. I fhould add
that, if His Majefty confent to the propofed Ar-
miftice, 1 am direced to deliver the Pafiport, and
to give all the Aflurances demanded for the Pleni-
- potentiary who fhall be appointed. .
{ have the Honor to be wnth the higheft Con-

fideration, &c.
: (Signed) OTTO..
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* (No. 15.)
NOTE.

LE Souffigné ayant communiqué 4 Son Gouverne-
ment la Note en Date du 29 Aofit, que Son
Excellence Milord Grenville lui a fait remettre, fe
trouve chargé de lui prefenter les Obfervations
fuivantes : '

Des Preliminaires de Paix avoient é¢ conclus et
fignés entre Sa Majefté imperiale et la Republique
Frangoife, I'Intervention de Lord Minto, qui ade-
mandé que I’ Angleterre fit admife dans les Négo-
.ciations, a empeché la Ratification de Sa Majefté
Imperiale. ‘

La Sufpenfion d’Armes, qui n’avoit eu Lieu fur
le Continent, que dans PEfpoir d’une prompte
Paix entre 'Empereur et la République, devrs
donc cefler et ceflera en Effet au 24 Fru&tidor (11
Sept.), puifque la France n’avoit facrifié qu’ 3 cette
Efperance les immenfes Avantages que lui avoit af.
furés la Vitoire. :

L’Intervention de I’Angleterre complique telle-
ment la Queftion de la Paix, qu'il eft impoffible
au Gouvernement Frangois de prolonger plus long
Tems I’ Armiftice fur le Continent, A moins que Sa
" Majefté Britannique ne le rende commun entre les
trois Puiffances.

Si donc le Cabinet de St. James veut continuer
de faire Caufe commune avec I’Autriche, et fi fon

Defir d’intervenir dans les Negociations eft fincére,
' Sa
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Sa Majefté Britannique n’hefitera point 3 adopter
1’ Armiftice propofé. \ C
~ Mais fi cet Armiftice n’eft point concl avant le
24 Frudidor (11 Sept.), -les Hoftilités auront €té
récommencées avec ’Autriche; et le Premier
Conful ne pourra plus confentir 2 PEgard de cette
Puiffance qu’ 3 une Paix feparée et complette. .
Pour fatisfaire aux Explications demandées re-
lativement 3 I’Armiftice, le Souffigné eft chargé
de faire connoitre 4 Son Excellence Milord Gren- -
ville, que Jes Places qu'il s’agit d’affimiler 3 celles
&’ Allemagne font Malthe et les Villes maritimes de
PEgypte. - ,
~ §'il eft vrai, qu'une longue Sufpenfion d’Armes
entre la France.et I'Angleterre pourroit paroitre
defavorable i -Sa Majeft€ Britannique, il ne Peft
_pas moins qu'nn Armiftice prolongé fur le Conti- -
nent-eft effentiellement defavantageux i la Repub-
- fique Frangoife; deforte qu’en méme Tems que
I’ Armiftice Maritime feroit pour le Gouvernement
Frangois une Garantie du Zéle que mettroit I’An-
gleterre 4 concourir au Retabliffement de la Paix,
1’ Armiftice Continental en feroit une pour le Gou-
vernement Britannique de la Sincerité des Efforts
“de la France ; et comme la Pofition de I’Autriche
ne lui permettroit plus alors de ne pas rechercher
une prompte Conclufion, les trois Puiffances au-
roient dans. leurs Intéréts propres des Railons de-
_ terminantes pour confentir fans Delai aux Sacrifices,
qui peuvent étre reciproquement néceflaires pour
operer la prochaine Conclufion d’une’ Paix Géné-
' rale
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fale et folide, telle qu'elle eft le Voeu et PEfpoir du
Monde entier. :
\ . (Signé)  OTTO.
Hereford Street, 17 Fru&. An 8.
(4 Sept. 1800.)

—————————

(TRANSLATION.)
'NOTE.

HE Underfigned having communicated to his
Government the Note dated the2gthof Augutt,
forwarded to him by his Excellency Lord Grenville,
is directed to fubmit to him the following Obfer-
vations :
. Preliminaries of Peace had been concluded and
figned between his Imperial Majefty and the
French Republic.  The -Intervention of Lord
Minto, who demanded that England fhould be ad-
mitted to take Part in the Negotiations, prevented
their Ratification by his Imperial Majefty.

The Sufpenfion of Arms, which had taken place
folely in the Hope of a fpeedy Peace between the
Emperor and the Republic, ought then to ceafe,
and will in Fa& ceafe, on the 24 Fru&idor (11
Sept.) fince France had facrificed to that Hope
. alone the immenfe Advantages which Victory had
fecured to her.

The Intervention of England renders the Quef- .
tion of Peace fo complicated, that it is impoffible
for the French Government to prolong farther the

: Armiftice
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Armiftice upon the Continent, unlefs his Britanaic
Majefty will confentto render it common to the
three Powers.

If then the Cabinet of St. James’s defires to con-
tinue to make a common Caufe with Auftria, and
if its Defire to take Part in the Negotiations be fin.
cere, His Britannic Majefty will not heﬁtate to
adopt the propofed Armiftice,

But if this Armiftice be not concluded before
the 24 Fru&idor (11 Sept.), Hoftilities will have
been renewed with Aultria, and the Firft Conful
will no longer be able to confent, with regard to
that Power, to any but a feparate and complete
Peace.

In order to fatisfy the Explanations demanded
relative to the Armiftice, the Underfigned is di-
reCted to acquaint Lord Grenville, that the Places
which it is propofed to affimilate to thofe of Ger-
many, arc Malta and the maritime Towns of
Egypt.

If it be true that a long Sufpenfion of Arms,
between France and England, would appear unfa-
vourable to His Britannic Majefty ; it is not lefs fo,
that an Armiftice prolonged upon the Continent
would be effentially difadvantageous to the French
Republic ; fo that at the fame Time that the Naval
Armiftice would be to the French Government a
Pledge of the Zeal which would be employed by
England in promoting the Re-eftablifament of
Peace, the Contmental Armiftice would be one
alfo to the Britith Government of the Sincerity of

the
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the Efforts of France; and as the Pofition of Au-
ftria would no longer admit of her not diligently
“feeking for a Conclufion, the three Powers would
have, in their own private Interefts, decifive Rea-
fons for confenting without Delay to the Sacrifices
which may be reciprocally neceflary in order to
bring about an early Conclufion of a general and -
folid Peace, fuch as.may anfwer the With and the
Hope of the whole World.
’ (Signed) . OTTO,
Hereford Street, 17 Fru@. Year 8.

(4th Sept 1800.)

(No. 16.)
. Downing Street, Sept. .4, 1800.
1r, ' .
IT appearing by a Note received this Day from
M. Otto, that the French Government has de-
termined to make the Continuance of the Armiftice
between Auftria and France, and the Commence-
ment of the Negotiations for Peace, dependent on
the Conclufion of an Armiftice with this Country ;
it is judged proper, in order that the ultimate De. -
cifion on fo important and extenfive a Queftion-
may be taken with the fulle Knowledge of all the
Confiderations by which it ought to be governed,
that you fhould fee M. Otto, and enquire of hini,
Whether, (as his Note of the 3oth ultimo appears
tointimate ) he is furnithed with a Projet of a Trea-
ty of Naval Truce? and in that Cafle, Whether he
is
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is willing. to communicate it to you for the Infor.
mation of His Majefty’s Government ?

You will further inquire, Whether he is empow-
ered and inftruted to include in fuch Treaty ‘His
Majefty’s Allies? .

And laftly, if his Projet fhould contain no Ar--.
ticle applicable to the Queftion of moving the
French and Spanith Ships now in Breft to any
other Station in or out of Europe, you will en-
quire, Whether M. Otto is authorized to enter into
Negotiation for the Purpofe of including proper
Stipulations on that Subje& in any Treaty of the
Nature which his Government has propofed.

I am, &c.

(Signed) GRENVILLE.
Evan Nepean, Efg.

(No. 17.) )
» London, Sept. 4, 18ce.
My Lord,
INCE I had the Honor of communicating to
your Lordfhip the Converfation that had pafled
between me and M. Otto on the Subje& of the Pro-
pofal for a Naval Armiftice, and the Readinefs he
had exprefled of furnithing me with a Copy of the
_Projet, I have received from him the enclofed
Note and the Projet therein referred to. I have

the Honor to be, &ec. '

(Signed) = EVAN NEPEAN.
Lord Grenwille. )
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(No. 18.) o
. ‘ PROJET.
* JL y aura Sufpenfion d’Hoftilités entre les Flottes

‘et Armées de la République Frangoife et celles
, de la Grande Bretagne.

1L

Les Batimens de Guerre et de Commerce de

~ T'upe et de Pautre Nation pourront librement na-
viguer fans étre foumis 3 aucune Vifite et en fuivant.
I'Ufage établi avant la Guerre.

1L

A dater du Fru&idor, tous les Batimens de
I'une et de 'autre Nation, qui feroient pris, feront
rendus.

: B A \

Les Places de Malthe, Alexandrie, Belleifle, fe-
ront affimilées aux Places d’Ulm, de Philipfbourg,
et d'Ingolftadt, c’eft i dire que tous les Batimens
Neutres ou Frangois pourront y entrer librement
pour y porter des Vivres.

V.

Les Efcadres qui bloquent Breft, Cadiz, Toﬁlon,
Fleflingue, retourneront dans leurs Ports ou du
moins fe tiendront hors de Vue de la Terre.

Trois
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VL
Trois Officiers Anglois feront expédiés, 1’un di-
reGtement i 1’ Amiral qui commande dans la Medi-
terranée, l’autre au Commandant de I’Efcadre
devant Malthe, le troifiéme au Commandant du

Blocus d’Alexandrie, pour leur donner Connoife

fance du prefent Armiftice, et leur porter I’Ordre

de s’y conformer. Les dits Officiers traverferont

la France pour arriver plutét 3 leur Deftination.

VIL

Sa Majefté Catholique et la République Batave .

font comprifes dans le prefent Armiftice.

N (TRANSLATION.)

PROJET.
' L.
"THERE fhall be a Sufpenfion of Hoftilities be-
tween the Fleets and Armies of the French
Republic and thofe of Great Britain.’ ,

IL -

The Ships of War and Merchant Veflels of each
Nation fhall enjoy a fre¢ Navigation without being
fubjett to any Search, and fhall obferve the Ufage
eftablifhed previous to the War. ‘

Il ,
All Veflels of either Nation, captured after the
of Fru&idor, fhall be reftored.

The
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IV.

The Places of Malta, Alexandria, Belleifle, fhall
be affimilated to the Places of Ulm, of Philipfburgh,
and of Ingolftadt; that is to fay, all Neutral or
French Veflels fhall have Permiffion freely to enter
" them in order to furnith them with Provifions.

V..

The Squadrons which blockade Breft, Cadiz,
Toulon, Fluthing, fhall return into their own Har-
bours, or at leaft fhall keep out of Sight of the
Coatft.

VI'.

Three Englith Officers fhall be difpatched, ene
dire@tly to the Admiral commanding in the Medi-
terranean, another to the Commander of the Squa-
dron before Malta, the third to the Commander of
the Blockade of Alexandria, to notify to them the
prefent Armiftice, and to convey to them Orders to
conform themfelves thereunto. The faid Officers
fhall pafs through France, in order the more ex-
peditioufly to arrive at their Deftination.

VIL

His Catholic Majefty and the Batavian Republic
are included in the prefent Armiftice.

D (No. 19.)
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No. 19.

¢ ? ) NOTE. .
THE only Motive which could lead this Court

to entertain the Difcuffion of .a Propofal fo un-

ufual in itfelf, and fo difadvantageous to the In-
terefts of Great Britain, as that of a Maritime .
Truce to precede Negotiation, is the Defire of con-
tributing to facilitate the Conclufien of a General
Peace ; and the Termination of the Armiftice on
the Continent, by the A& of the French Govern-

“ment, would put an End to all Inducements to
fuch a Meafure on the Patt of this Country.

The Neceflity of receiving the King’s Commands,
on the Projet communicated by M. Otto, muft
prevent the Underfigned from tranfmitting any Re-
ply to that Paper before Sunday next. It is there-
fore for M. Otto to determine whether he will not

. think it proper immediately to write to his Govern-
ment, to remark, that if France has propofed an
Armiftice with Great Britain for the Purpofe of its
leading to general Negotiation and Peace, that Ob-
jet can only be attained by at leaft fuch a Prolon-
gation of the Continental Armiftice as will allow
the. Time required for receiving the Anfwer to the
Propofal made here.

(Signed)  GRENVILLE.
Downing Street, Sept. 5, 1800.

(No. 20.)
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(No. 20.)

Thl;rfday Evening Sept. 4, 18¢0.

CITIZEN Otto prefents his Compliments to Mr.
Nepean, and, according to his Defire, enclofes

a Sketch of the Treaty propofed by his Govern-
ment. _

(No. 21.)

Londres, 18 Fru&idor, An 8.
(5th September 1800.)

Monfieur,

*Al requ la Lettre que vous m’avez fait ’'Hon-
neur de m’adrefler pour me prevenir que Sa
Majefté avait jugé convenable de nommer provi-
foirement .M, Grenville pour prendre Part aux
Négociations eventuelles de Luneville. Ce Choix
ne pourra qu’étre tres-agréable au Gouvernement
Francais. Lorfque le Réfultat des Communica-
tions actuelles aura rendu néceflaire le Voyage de
M. Grenville, je lui remettrai le Paffeport que
javais déja démandé, et je fuis Chargé de donner
au Nom de mon Gouvernement toutes les Affu.
rances que M. Grenville pourra défirer pour la
‘Promptitude et I'Inviolabilit€ de fa Correfpondance.
D 2 -' Quant

;-
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Quant 3 M. Garlike, il fera trés facile de Ini
envoyer dire&tement 3 Bérlin le Pafleport qui lui
fera néceflaire. J’en ferai la Demande 3 mon Gou-
vernement.

Les Arrangemens 2 prendre dans le Cas d’un
Congrés eventuel pour que les Miniftres refpe&ifs
arrivent i peu-prés dans le méme Tems dans le
Lieu des Conférences, font tellement conformes
aux Procédés ordinaires en pareil Cas, qu’ils ne
feront point negligés. La Proximité de Paris me"
donnera la Facilité de donner au Miniftére Britan-
nique tous les Renfeignemens qu’il pourra 'défirer
a ce Shjet, bien avant le Tems ou il pourroit les

+ recevoir de Vienne. J’ai 'Honneur d’étre,

Monlfieur,
Votre trés-humble et obéiffant Serviteur,
(Signé)  OTTO.
Capt. George.

T ——

(TRANSLATION.)

London, the sth Sept. 1800.
(18 Frudt. Year 8.)
Sir, ,
HAVE received the Letter which you have done
me the Honor to addrefs to me, acquainting me
that His Majefty had thought proper provifionally®
to
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to appoint Mr. Grenville to take Part in the even-
tual Negotiations at Luneville. That Choice can-
not fail to be very agreeable to the French Govern-
_ment. As foon as the Refult of the prefent Com-
munications fhall have rendered the Journey of Mr.
Grenville neceflary, I fhall deliver to him the Pafs-
port for which I had previoufly applied ; and I
am dire&ted to give, in the Name of my Govern-
ment, every Aflurance which Mr. Grenville can
defire refpeting the Promptitude and the Inviola-
bility of his Correfpondence. )

With refpe& to Mr. Garlike, it will be very eafy
to fend to him dire&ly to Berlin the Paflport ne-
ceflary for him, and I fhall requeft it of my Go-
" vernment.

The Arrangen'lents to be taken in the Cafe of an
eventual Congrel's, in order that the refpe&ive
Minifters may arrive about the fame Time at the
Place of the Conferences, are fo canformable to
the ordinary Proceedings in fimilar Cafes, that they
will not be negleted. The Proximity of Paris
will afford me the Facility of giving to the Britith
Miniftry every Information which it may defire
upon that Subje&, long before it could procure it
from Vienna.

I have the Honor to be, &c.

(Signed) OTTO.

4 , ® 3 (No. 22.)
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(No. 22.)

E Soufligné a recu Hier a 4 Heures aprés-Midi
la Note que Son Excellence Lord Grenville
lui a fait I’Honneur de lui adreffer.  Elle lui a paru
&’une fi haute Importance qu’a la méme Heure il
I’a tranfmife 3 Son Gouvernement par un Courier .
extraordinaire. Il efpére qu’elle arrivera aflez-tét
pour preduire I’Effet que Son Excellence a eu en
Vue, et fi Elle fert 3 prolonger pendant quelques
Jours les Armiftices du Continent, il fe félicitera
beaucoup d’avoir été 3 méme d'y contribuer.
11 prie Son Excellence d’agréer 'Hommage de fa
relpectueufe Confidération.

(Signd)  OTTO.

‘Hereford-Streét, 19 FruQidor, An 8,
. (6 Sept. 1800.)

et

(TRANSLATION.)

HE Underfigned received Yefterday, at four
o’Clock in the Afternoon, the Note which his

~ Excellency Lord Grenville did him the Honor to
addrefs to him. It appeared to him to be of fuch
high Importance, that at the fame Hour he tranf-
mitted it by an extraordinary Meflenger to his Go-
vernment. He hopes that it may arrive in Time
to produce the Effet which his Excellency has had
in View: and if it ferves to prolong for a few
Days
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Diys the Continental Armiftices, he will congra-
tulate himfelf very much on having had it in his
Power to contribute thereunto.

He begs hissExcellency to accept the Homagc
of his refpe&ful Confideration. ,

(Signed)  OTTO.

Hereford Street, 1 9 Fru&t, Year 8.
(6th Sept. 1800.)

(No. 23.) ~
NOTE.

ORD Grenville prefeats his Compliments to
M. Otto, and fends him herewith the Official
Anfwer to his Jaft Communication an the Subject
of an Armiftice, together Wlth the Counter-Projet
therein referred te,” - * -
He requefts M. Otto to accept the Aﬁ'urance of
his high Confideration. ‘

Downing-Street, Sept. 7, 18c0.

D 4. (No. 24.)
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(No. 24.) )
NOTE.

E Underfigned has had ‘the Honour to lay

before the King the Official Anfwer of the’

French Government which he received from M.
Otto on the 4th Inftant ; and alfo the Projet of an
Armiftice conmunicated on the fame Day.

The Spirit of that Anfwer is unhappily but little -

confonant with thofe Appearances of a conciliatory
Difpofition which had before been manifefted. If
it be really prafticable in the prefent Moment to
reftore permanent Tranquillity to Europe, this Ob-
je&t muft be effetted by very different Means than
thofe of fuch a Controverfy as that Paper is calcu-
lated to produce '

Some Reply is however 1nd1fpenfably neceﬁ'ary
to the Affertions there advanced, which if now paf-
fed over might hereafter be confidered as ad-
- mitted.

The Articles which an Auﬂnan Officer, charged
with no fuch Commiffion, was perfuaded to fign at
Paris, do indeed appear to -His Majefty little cal-
culated to terminate the Calamities of Europe.

But whatever be the Tendency of the Conditions.

which the French Government has there fpecified,
there can be no Pretence for reprefenting them as
Preliminaries concluded by Auftria or annulled by
the Intervention of His Majefty.

The Engagements by which the Courts of London.

and Vienna have agreed not to treat except in Con-
cert
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cert with each other, were concluded before there
was any Queftion of thefe pretended Preliminaries
of Peace. And the firlt Intimations which his
Majefty received of their Signature were accom-
panied by the exprels Declarations of his Ally,
that they were wholly unauthorized, and muft be
confidered as abfolutely null.

The French Government could indeed expett
no other Determination to be taken by His Imperial
Majelty. The want of all Powers, or Inftru&tions
for fuch a Treaty, on the Part of the Auftrian
Officer, was at the Time diftin&ly notified by him
to thofe who treated with him, and is declared even:
on the very Face of the Paper which he figned.

With refpe&t therefore to the fuppofed Demand
of His Majefty to be admitted to thofe Negotiations,
nothing more is neceffary to be faid. The Note
delivered to M. de Thugut by Lord Minto, fuf-
~ ficiently explains the Part which His Majefty is
really difpofed to take in any Negotiation which
may be regularly fet on Foot for General Peace.

The King has always been perfuaded that the
Relult of fuch a Negotiation can alone effectually
re-eftablith the Tranquillity of Europe.

. Experience has confirmed this Opinion; and it

is only from the Convicion of its Truth that His -
Majefty has now been induced to wave his ftrong
Obje&tions to the firft Propofal of a Naval Armiftice,
and to enter into the Difcuflion of the Conditions
on which it may be eftablifhed.

His
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* His Majefty, judging from the Experience of fo
many former Negotiations, confiders fuch an Ar-
. miftice as in no Degree likely either to expedite or
to facilitate an Arrangement of the direét Interefts
of Great Britain and France.

. He views it in no other Light than as a tempo-.
rary Advantage which it is propofed to him to

yield to his Enemy, in order to prevent the Renewal

of Continental Hoftilities, and thereby to contribute

to the Conclufion of a General Peace.

And on this Ground, notwithftanding the many
Difadvantages which he is fenfible muft refult to
this Country from fuch a Meafure, he is refolved
to give to his Allies and to all Europe this new
Pledge of the Sentiments by which he is atuated ;
—provided that his Enemies are difpofed to regu-
late the Conditions of fuch an Armiftice, as far as
the Nature of the Cafe will allow, in Conformity
to the obvious and eftablithed Principle of fuch
Arrangements.

This Principle is, that the refpe&we Pofition of -
~ the two Parties fhould remain during the Continu-
ance of the Armiftice fuch as it was at its Com-
mencement ; and that neither of them fhould by
its Operation acquire frefh Advantages or new
Means of annoying his Enemy, fuch as he could
- not otherwile obtain, The Difficulty of doing this
with the fame Precifion in the Cafe of Naval Ope.
rationts, as by Land, has already been adverted to
in a former Note ; and it conftitutes a leading Ob-
Jeéhon to the Meafure itfelf.

~ But
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But the French Projet, inftead of attempting to
remove or leffen thefe Difficulties, departs at once
and in every Article from the Principle itfelf, al-
though exprefsly recognized and ftudioufly main-
- tained in the Continental Armiftice which is there
referred to as the Foundation and Model of this
Tranfaéhon

- It is propofed, in Effect, that the Blockade of
the Naval Ports and Arfenals of the King’s Ene-
mies fhould be raifed ; that they fhould be enabled
to remove their Fleets to any other Station, and to
divide or ro colle& their Force as they may judge
motft advantageous to their future Plans : The Im.
portation both of Provifions and of Naval and Mi-
- litary Stores is to be wholly upreftrained.

Even Malta and the Ports of Egypt, though ex-
prefsly ftated to be now blackaded, are to be free:
ly victualled, and for an unfimited Period, in di-
re& Contradition to the Stipulations of the Ger-
man Armiftice refpeCting Ulm and Ingolftadt, to
which Places it is neverthelefs profefled to affimilate

them: And this Government is expeéted to bind
itfelf towards the Allies of France even before any
reciprocal Engagement can be received from them;
while at the fame Time, all mention of the King’s
Allies is on the other Hand totally omitted.

To a Propofal fo manifeftly repugnant to Juftice
and Equality, and fo injurious not only to His Ma-
jefty’s Interefts, but alfo to thofe of his Allies, it
cannot be expected that any Motive fhould induce
the King to accede.

. The
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The Counter-Projet which the Underfigned has
the Honor to tranfmit to M. Otto contains Regu-
lations in this Refpet more nearly correfponding
with that Principle of Equality on whlch alone
His Majefty can confent to treat.

Even thofe Articles are in many unportant Points,
and particularly in what relates to the atual Sta-
tions of His Majelty’s Squadrons, very far fhort
of what His Majefty might juftly demand from a
Reference to the general Principle above ftated,
from Analogy, to the Conditions of the Conti-
nental Armiftice, or from the relative Situation of
Naval Force : And a Confidence is repofed in the
good Faith of His Enemies, which, although it can
never be claimed in Tranfactions between Bellige-
rent Powers, His Majefty is neverthelefs willing to
hope He fhall not find to have been mifplaced on
the prefent Occafion.

If M. Otto is empowered to accede to thefe Sti-
pulations, a proper Perfon will immediately be au-
thorized to fign them on His Majefty’s Part; if
not, he is requefted to tranfmit them without De-
lay to his Government.

(Signed)  GRENVILLE.
Downing Street, Sept. 7, 1800.

(No. 25.)
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(No. 25.)
COUNTER-PROJET.

JT having been agreed that Negotiations for a
General Peace fhall be immediately fet on foot
between the Emperor of Germany, His Britannic
Majefty, and the French Republic, and an Armif-
tice having already been concluded between the
Forces of His Imperial Majefty and thofe of the
French Republic, it is agreed that an Armiftice
fhall alfo take place between the Forces of His
Britannic Majefty and thofe of the French Re-
public, on the Terms and in the Manner following :
That is to fay,— :

Article I.

All Hoftilities, both by Sea and Land, between
the Forces of the two Contratting Parties fhall be
fufpended, and fhall not be renewed until after
Fourteen Days Notice given of the Termination
of the Armiftice. This Notice, in fo far as relates
to the Parts of Europe North of Cape St. Vincent,
muft be given by one of the two Governments to
the other, and is to be reckoned from the Day in
which the fame fhall be received by the Govern-
ment to whom it is given. In the Mediterranean
or other Parts of the World, the Notice muft be
given by the refpettive Commanding Officers.
But in cafe of the Renewal of Hoftilities between '

Auftria

\
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Autftria and France, the Armiftice between Great
Britain and France is likewife to be confidered as
terminated, fo foon as fuch Renewal of Hoftilities
fhall be known to the Officer commanding the:
Britith Forces; except only in fo far as relates to

Prizes of Merchant Veflels, which fhall be regu-
lated by the third Article of this Convention.

Article II.

Orders fhall immediately be fent by the two
Governments to their Officers in the different Parts
of the World, to conform themfelves to this
Agreement ; Sea-Pafles fhall be given to the Ships
which are to carry thefe Orders ; and His Britannic
Majefty’s Officers to be fent for that Purpofe
through France, thall be furnifhed with the necef-
fary Paflports and Facilities to expedlte their
Journey.

Article III.

All Prizes made in any Part of the World,’
during the Continuance and Operation of the
Armiftice, by any Officers having a&ually received
due Notice of this Agreement, fhall be reftored ;
and generally, whether fuch Notice fhall have been
received or not, all Prizes made in the Channel,
or in the North Seas, after twelve Days, (to be
reckoned from the Exchange of the Ratifications

- of this Convention,) fhall be reftored; and the

fame Periods fhall be allowed in this Refpeét for
the

!



L 47 1

the other Parts of the World, as were ftipulated
" by the 22d Article of the Preliminaries of the laft
Peace.

Article IV.

.Malta, and the Maritime Towns and Ports of
Egypt fhall be placed on the fame Footing as thofe
Places which, though comprifed within the Demar-
cation of the French Army in Germany, are occu-
pied by the Auftrian Troops ; confequently nothing
fhall be admitted by Sea which can give additional
Means of Defence; and Provifions only for four-
teen Days at a Time, in Proportion to the Con.
fumption, as it fhall be afcertained by Commiffaries
to be named for the Purpofe, who fhall have Power
to eftablith the neceflary Regulations for giving
Effe& to this Stipulation, conformably to the Prin-
ciples of the 4th Article of the Convention con-
cluded between the Auftrian and French Generals
in Germany.

Article V,

The Blockade of Breft, Toulon, and any other
of the Ports of France by His Majelty’s Fleets,
fhall be difcontinued; -and all Britith Ships fhall be
“inftructed not to interrupt or obftru& the Trade
or Navigation of any Ships failing to or from the
Coafts of France, except in the Article of Naval
or Military Stores, which are not to be brought
thither by Sea during the prefent Armiftice. None
of the Ships of War now ftationed in the faid

) Ports
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Ports refpeQtively fhall, before the Renewal of
‘Hoftilities, be removed to any other Station.

Article VI.

The Allies of the two Parties fhall feverally be
at Liberty to accede to this Armiftice, if they
fo think fit; provided that they alfo engage to
obferve a like Armiftice, on Conditions fimilar to
thofe here fpecified, towards fuch of the Allies on
.the other Side as fhall alfo accede to it.

The Periods or Terms to be fixed for the Com-
mencement of the Armiftice in the different
Quarters of the World, as with refpe& to each of
the faid Allies, are to be regulated in Conformity
to the Stipulations contained in the 3d Article of
this Convention as between Great Britain and
France; and the faid Periods or Terms, are to
be reckoned from the Day on which the Acceffion
of fuch Power to the Armiftice fhall have been
“duly notified by fuch Power to the Party with whom
it is at War. Such Notification, duly authenti-
‘cated by the Government on whofe Part it is made, -
may either be tranfmitted diretly by Couriers or
Flags of ‘Truce, or through the Channel of the
two Contracting Parties, to each other reciprocally.
The Naval Ports and Arfenals of the Allies of
France are, during fuch Armiftice, to be placed
on the fame Footing with thofe of France; and
the Notices which are to precede the Renewal of
Hoftilities, as well as all other Matters relating to

fuch
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fuch Armiftice, are to be regulated according to
the Terms of this Convention.

) Article VIIL. ’
This Convention fhall be ratified, and the Ratifi-
cations fhall be exchanged. within the Term of
ten Days, or [ooner if the fame be pradticable.

(No. 26.) '
Hereford Street, 21 Fru&. An 8.

Milord, (8 Sept. 1800.)
J *Al recu Hier i onze Heures du Soir la Note et
le Contre-Projet que Votre Excellence m’a fait
I'Honneur de m’adrefler. Les Principes renfermés
dans ces dieux Piéces font. a pluﬁeurs Egards i
peu analogues aux Propofitions que j’ai ét€ chargé
de faire, et qui avaient pour Objét de compenfer
_par un Armiftice Britannique les Inconvéniens qui
pourraient rélulter pour la France de la Prolonga-
tion eventuelle de I’Armiftice Allemand, que je ne
puis prendre fur moi de les admettre avant d’avoir
requ des Inftru&ions ultérieures. Je me fuis donc
conformé aux Intentions de Votre Excellence en
. envoyant ces deux Pi¢ces 3 mon Gouvernement le
plus promptement pofiible,

Jai 'Honneur d’étre, avec la Conﬁdctauon la

- plus refpe&ucule, :

Milord,
De Votre Excellence, |
Le trés-humble et trés-obéiffant Serviteur,
(Signé) OTTO.

E : (TRANS-
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(TRANSLATION,)
Hereford Street, 21 Fruc. 8.
My Lord, (Sept. 8, 1800.)

IRECEIVED Yefterday at Eleven o’Clock at
Night the Note and the Counter-Projet which
your Excellency did me the Honor to addrefs to
me. The Principles contained in thefe two Pieces
are in feveral Refpe&ts fo little analagous to the
Propofals which I have been dire&ed to make,
and the Obje of which was to compenfate by a
Britith Armiftice the Inconveniencies which might
refult to France from the eventual Prolongation of
~ the German Armiftice, that I cannot take upon
myfelf to admit them without previoufly receiving
farther Inftru@ions. I have therefore complied
with your Excellency’s Intentions, by tranfmitting
to my Government thofe two Pieces with as little
Delay as poflible. I have the Honor to be, with
the moft refpe@ful Confideration, &c. '
(Signed)  OTTO,

(No. 27.) ‘
: Hereford Street, le 2g Frutidor, An 8.

Milord, (16th Sept. 1800.)-
" y?Al 'Honneur d’adrefler 3 Votre Excellence la
J Réponfe que mon Gouvernement m’a chargé de
faire 3 la Note que vous m’avez fait I'Honneur

d’adrefler. o :

Le Premier Conful, efpérant qu'il eft encore
poflible de rapprocher les Intéréts des deux Gou-
vernemens
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vernemens et leur Veeux pour une Paix prompte
et folide, et voulant donner de- fon Coété une
nouvelle Preuve de fes Difpofitions pacifiques,
a expédi€ ’Ordre de retarder encore pour quelques
Jours I'Attaque que P’Armée Francaife avait été
chargé de faire fur toute la Ligne.

Je donnerai verbalement foit 2 Votre-Excellence
elle-méme foit 3 la Perfonne qu’elle jugera i-propos
de nommer pour cet Effet, des Explications fatis-
faifantes fur les principales Obje&ions renfermées
dans Votre Note de 7 de ce Mois; et je me flatte
qu’elles produiront le Réfultat que Votre Excel-
lence a eu en Vue en me faifant connoitre les
Intentions de Sa Majefté. La haute Importance
de ces Communications m’autorife i vous fupplier
de les faciliter autant qu’il dépendra de vous.

Jai- I'Honneur d’étre avec la plus refpectueufe

Confidération, ,
- Milord,

" De Votre Excellence,

Le tres-humble et treés-obéiflant Serviteur,
(Slgnc) OTTO.

| e
(TRANSLATION.)
Hereford Street, Sept. 16, 1800.
My Lord, (29 Fruc. 8.)
HAVE the Honor to addrefs your Excellency
the Anfwer which my Government has directed

me to make to the Note which you did me the
Honor to addrefs to me.
E 2 The

.



[ 52 1]

The Firft Conful, hoping that it is flill poffible .

to approximate the Interefts of the two Govern-
.meats, and their Withes for a fpeedy and folid
Peace, and being willing to give, on his Part,
a frefh Proof of his pacific Difpofitions, has
difpatched Orders for .deferring for fome Days
Jonger the Attack which the French Army had
been dire&ted to make upon the whole Line.

I fhall give verbally either to your Excellency
yourfelf, - or to fuch :Perfon -as you fhall judge

proper to appoint for that Purpofe, fatisfatory

Explanations refpecting the principal Obje&tions
contained in your Note of the 7th of this Month ;
and I flatter myfelf that they will produce the
Effect which .your Excellency had in View by
making known to me the Intentions of His Ma-
jefty. The high Importance of thofe Communica-
tions authorizes me to entreat that you would give
them every Facility in your Power. I have the
Honour to be, with the moft refpe&tful Con-
fideration, : ‘
: My Lord,

Your Excellency’s moft obedient ,

and moft humble Sérvant,
(Signed) OTTO.

(No. 28.) NOTE.
LE Souffigné a tranfmis 2 Son Gouvernement
la Note de Son Excellence Milord Grenville,
en Date du 7 Septembre. Le Contre-Projet qui
y était joint, ayant été placé fous les Yeux du
Premier
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"Premier Conful, il a reconnil que cet Armiftice,
~tel qu’il érait propéfé, ne préfentait aucun Avan-
tage pour la République Frangaife, et dés-lors ne
pouvait pas la compenfer des Inconveniens graves
qu’entrainerait pour elle. la Continuation de I’'Ar-
miftice Continentale: D’od il réfulte que le
Contre-Projet ne pourrait étre ‘admis qu’autant
qu’il ferait fimplement Queftion de préluder aun
Arrangement particulier entre la France et I’ Angle-
terre par une Tréve également particulicre aux
deux Etats; mais PEffet de la Tréve Maritime
propofée devant étre de fervir a la République
_ Frangaife de Compenfation pour la ‘Treve Conti-
_nentale, la premiére doit lui offrir des Avantages
égaux aux Inconveniens que’ la’ feconde lui

apporte.

Le Souffigné eft donc chargé de faire deux
Propofitions entre lefquelles Sa Majefté Britannique
pourra choifir celle qui lui paraitra s’accorder
d’Avantage avec I'Intérét de ces Etats ou avec fes
Rélations Continentales. -

La premiére eft que le Projet d’Armiftice foit
rédigé et admis dans les Termes analogues i ceux
qui ont éié propofés par le Miniftére de Sa
Majelté Britannique, mais uniquement dans la
Suppofition que cet Armiftice ferait indépendant
des Evénemens du Continent, et feulement rélatif
3 une Négociation particuliére qui s’ouvrirait fur-
le-Champ entre les deux Puiffances. :

La feconde eft, que Sa Majefté Britannique

continue i faire Canfe commune avec PEmpereur,
Ej ~_ mais
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mais qu ’alors Elle confente que la Tréve Maritime
offre i la République Francaile des Avamages
égaux a ceux que la Tréve Conunentale affure 3
la Maifon d’Autriche.

Et 4 cet Egard, la Comparanfon eft facile a
établir.

Par I’ Armiftice Continental, l1a Cour de Vienne
acquiert le Moyen de réorganizer Ses Armées,
de convertir en Hommes, en Armes, en Muni-
tions de toute Efpece, les Subfides que I’Angle-
terre lui paie; de fortifier, d’approvifionner, fes
Places de feconde et troifiéme Ligne qui fe trou-
vaient en mauvais Etat, parceque la Marche
rapide des Armées Francaifes n’avaient pas été
prévie. Ainfi Afoppo, Palma Nova, Venile,
Veronne, et Lintz, avaient été negligées; chaque
Jours leurs Fortifications fe relévent. Ulm,
Ingolfladt, quoque bloquées améliorent leur dé- .
fenfive: et c’eft I’ Armiftice qui leur procure cet
Avantage ; car-au Moment ou ces Places fe font
trouvées invefties, ’Ennemi ne penfait qu’a affiéger
les noétres, et par conféquent les fiénnes n’étaient
pas préparées & une Attaque auffi prochaine.

Par I’ Armiftice Continental 'Impreffion des Vic-
toires des Armées Francoifes diminue, leur Effet
s’affaiblit. SixMois de Reposfuffiroient pour que le
moral & le matériel des Armées Autrichiennis fe
trouvaflent rétablis, pour que les Vaincus ne fuffent
plus frappés de I’Afcendant des Vanqueurs, & pour
que cette Chance de Supériorité, fi bien acquilea la
République, fut encore pour elle i reflaifir. c

e
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Ce feroit également par Suite de I’Armiftice
Continental que le Royaume de Naples en Proie 3
tous les Genres de Calamités, a tous les Germes
d’Infurretion; peut fe réorganifer & offrir de nou-
velles Reflources aux Ennemis de la Frarce.

Ceft 3la Faveur de I’Armiftice, enfin, que des
I.évées ’Hommes fe font ea Tofcane, dans la
Marche d’Ancone, que partout I’Autriche fe pré-
pare de nouveaux Moyens de Défenfe, que partout
fa Pofition, qui peut-étre étoit défefpérée, s’ameliore,
tandis que les Avantages de la Republique ou s’at-
tenuent ou difparaiffent.

Déji le Premier Conful a fait 2 ’Amour de- la

Paix un affez grand Sacrifice de ces Avantages.

'S8’il continuait 4 ne point en tirer Parti, ce ne ferait

plus Modération mais faiblefle ; ce ne feroit plus
le Moyen d’arriver a la Conclufion de la Paix, mais
celui de perpétuer la Guerre.

Peut-étre au Jugement des Hommes d’Etat le
Gouvernement Frangais a-t-il déji trop différé 3
ufer de la Chance qui lui était favorable ; mais il

ne l'a fait que fur les Affurances pofitives qui lui

avoient été données d’une Paix prompte & fé-
parée.

Avujourd’hui que les deux Cours Alhces infiftent
pour une Négociation commune & une Paix Gé-
nérale le Gouvernement Frangais fent trop bien
qu'un Ouvrage aulli compliqué n’eft pas I'Affaire
de quelques Jours, & il doit éviter de fe mettre
dans une Pofition. qui ferait diamétralement con-
traire a I'Accélération des Négociatioas, en- don,

E 4 nant
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nant aux Puiffances Ennemies, & principalement 3

PAutriche, un Intérét réel 3 prolonger les Difcuf-

fions pour acquérir chaque Jour les Moyens de fe
préfenter avec plus d’Avantage fur le Champ de
Bataille, & par conféquent avec plus de Prctcnﬁons
au Congrés.

C’eft pour éviter en Partie un inconvénient auffi
manifefte, que la France tient 3 ce que I’Armiftice
Maritime foit ftipulé de Fagon i étre ’Equivalent
de I’Armiftice Continental, & 3@ mettre de fon
C6té I'Angleterre dans le Cas de défirer la Conclu-
fion de la Paix.

Les Avantages que la chubllque Frangoife
peut & doit fe propofer de I’ Armiftice Maritime font
la libre Navigation de fes Bitimens, & les Facilités
néceflaires pour fes Communications avec les Iles
de France, & de la Réunion et avec fes Colonies
d’Amérique; & quand Elle en feroit Ufage
pour envoyer quelque mille Hommes de plus en
Egypte, les Places de I’Empereur n’acquicrent-
elles point pareillement chaque Jour une nouvelle
Force fur le Continent ?

" Quand 3 PPApprovifionnement des Ports mémes
de la République, la France ne manque pas de
Moy:ns intérjeurs de Circulation, & cet Objet n’eft
pour Elle que d’un petit Intérét. Quand le Gou-
vernement Britannique propofe que les Ports & les
Places bloquées ne puiffent recevoir que pour qua-
torze Jours de Vivres, fonge-t-il que la plupart de
ces Etabliffemens font encore loin de manquer de
Vivres, & que d’ailleurs la Saifon qui s’approche

. en
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en faifant qu'un Blocus Maritime eft prefque tou-
jours illufoire, rend tout-i-faxt inutile la Faveur pro-
pofée ?

Que. fi enfin on confidere combxen la Grande
Bretagne, fi Elle veut finccrement la Paix, a peu
d’Intérét 3 empécher que la France conferve &
confolide le petit Nombre d’Etabliffemens d’outre .
Mer qui lui reftent ; combien par de nouvelles Ac-
quifitions de ce Genre I’Angleterre accroitroit en-
core 'Inquiétude, la Jaloufie de I’Europe, & la
Difpofition qu’Elle montre 4 ne pas regarder indiffé. .
remment ’Extenfion fans Borneg de la Puiffance
& du Commerce Anglois, on fera porté méme en
Convenant des Avantages que la République Fran-
goife doit trouver dans une Treve Maritime, i ne
pas croire que cette méme Tréve puifle étre fi émi-
nement défavantageufe 3 I’Angleterre que fon Gou-
vernement paroit le fuppofer.

En conféquence le Soufligné eft chargé de fe ré-
férer a la double Propofition que la prefente Note
renferme.

8’il s’agit d’une Negociation, & d’une Paix fe-
parée, I’ Armiftice peutétre admis, tel qu’il eft pro-
pofé par le Miniftére de Sa Majefté Britannique.

~ 8'il sagit d’une Négociation commune, & d’une
Paix Général, I'Armiftice doit étre ftipulé tel qu’il
eft propofé au Nom du Gouvernement Frangois,
& qu’il fera de nouveau détaillé par le Soufligné. -
(Signé)  OTTO-

Hereford Street, 29 Fruc. An 8.

(16 Sept. 1800.)
(TRANS-
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(TRANSLATION.)

NOTE.

THE Underfigned . has tranfmitted to.his Go-
- verament the Note of his Excellency Lord
Grenville, dated the 7th ‘of September. The
Counter-Projet which accompanied it having been
laid before the Firft Conful, he has obferved that
the Armiftice, fuch as it was propofed, did not
offer any Advantage to the French Republic, and
confequently could not compenfate to it for the
ferious Inconveniences which would refult to it -
from the Continuance of the Continental Armiftice:
Hence it follows, that the Cdunter-Projet could
be admitted inafinuch only as the Queftion might
fimply be to fettle the Preliminaries of a particular
Arrangement between France and England by a
Truce alike particular to the two States ; but-the
Effe®t of the propofed Maritime Truce being in-
tended to ferve as a Compenfation to the French
Republic for the Continental Truce, the former
ought to afford to it Advantages equal to the
Inconveniences which it experiences from the
latter.

The Underfigned is therefore dire@ed to make
two Propofals, of which His Britannic Majefty
may choofe that which may appear to Him moft
confonant to the Intereft of His Dominions or to
His Continental Relations.

The firft is, that the Projet for an Armiftice be

drawn up and admitted in Terms analagous to
thofe
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thofe which have been propofed by the Miniftry of
His Britannic Majefty, but folely under the Sup-
pofition that this Armiftice thould be independent
of the Events of the Continent, and relative only
to a feparate Negotiation to be immediately opened
between the two Powers.

The fecond is, that His Britannic Majefty
fhould continue to make Common Caufe with
the Emperor, but that, in that Cafe, he fhould
confent that the Maritime Truce may offer to the
French Republic Advantages equal to thofe
fecured to the Houfe of Auftria by the Continental
Truce.

And with this View the Comparifon may be
eafily fextled. .

. By the Continental Armiftice the Court of
Vienna acquires the Means of re-organifing its
Armies, of converting into Men, Arms, Ammu-
gition of every Kind, the Subfidies paid to it by
England ; of fortifying and victualling its places -
of the fecond and third Line, which were in a bad
State, in confequence of the rapid March of the
French Armies having not been forefeen. Thus
Afoppo, Palmanova, Venice, Verona, and Lintz,
had been negle&ted; every Day their Fortifications
are repairing. Ulm, Ingolftadt, although block-
aded, are improving their Means of Defence; and
it is the Armiftice which procures to them this Ad-
vantage; for at the Moment when thofe Places
were invefted, the Enemy thought only of befieg-

ing
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mo' ours, and confequently their own were not’
prepared for fo early-an Artack:

By the Continental Armiftice, the Imprefﬁon
made by the Victories of the French Armies dimi-
nith, their Effe&ts are weakened. Six Months of
Repofe would fuffice to reftore the moral and phy-
fical Strehgth of the Auftrian Armies ; to allow
the conquered to recover from the Impreffion of
Afcendancy acquired by the Conquerors, and to
make it neceffary once more to regain that contin-
gent Superiority fo well earned by the Republic. -

It would alfo follow- as a Confequence of the
Continental Armiftice, that the Kingdom of Na-
ples, now a Prey to every kind of Calamity, and
containing all the Seeds of Infurrettion, might be
re-organized, and furnifh freth Refources to the
Enemies of France. It is by means of the Ar-
miftice, in a Word, that Men are raifing in Tuf-
cany and in the Marfhes of Ancona; that Auftria
is everywhere preparing new Means of Defence;
that everywhere fhe is ameliorating her Pofition, -
which perhaps was defperate, whilft the Advantages
of the Republic are diminifhing or difappearing.

The Firft Conful has already made to the Love
of Peace a fufficiently great Sacrifice of thofe Ad-
vantages : if he fhould continue to derive no Bene-
fit from them, it would no longer be Moderation,
but Weaknefs ; it would no longer be the Means of
arriving at the Conclufion of Peace, but that of
perpetuating the War. Perhaps in the Judgment
of Statefmen the French Government may have

X already
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already too long delayed to avail itfelf of the Con-
tingency which was favourable to it, but it has
only done fo upon the pofitive Affurances which
had been given to it of a fpeedy and fcparate
Peace.

At this Moment, when the two alhed Courts
infit upon a joint Negotiation and a General
Peace, the French Government is too well aware
that fo complicated 2 Work is not to be accom-
plithed in a few Days, and it ought to avoid putting
itfelf in a Pofition which would be diametrically
oppofite to the Acceleration of the Negotiations,
by giving to the inimical Powers, and principally
to ‘Auftria, a real Intereft to prolong the Difcuf-
fions, jn order daily to acquire the. Means of ap-
pea:i—r/g with greater Advantage in the Field of
Battle, and confequently with greater Pretenfions
at the Congrefs.

It is with a View of avoiding, in Part, fo mani-
- feft an Inconvenience, that France requires that the
Maritime Armiftice thould be ftipulated in fuch a
Manner as to be equivalent to the Continental Ar-
miftice, and as to place England on its Side, in the
Situation of being defirous of the Conclufion of
Peace. The Advantages which the Republic can
and otight to expe from the Naval Armiftice, are
the free Navigation of her Ships, and the Facilities
neceffary for her Communications with the Iflands
of ‘France and Reunion, and with her American
Colonies ; and although fhe thould make ufe of it
to fend a few thoufand Men meore to Egypt, do

- . not
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not the Places belonging to the Emperor da:ly ac-
quire in like Manner frefh Strength upon the Con-

tinent ?
With refpeét to the vitualling the Harbours of the

French Republic itfelf, internal Meansof Circulation
are not wanting; and this Obje& is but of fmall Im-
portance to it. When the Britith Government pro-
pofes that the Harbours and Places blockaded
fhould only receive Provifions for fourteen Days,
is it aware that the greater Part of thofe Eftablifh-
ments are ftill far from.wanting Provifions ? and
befides that, the Seafon is drawing near which,
by rendering a Naval Blockade almoft always il-
lufory, makes the propofed Favour quite ufelefs.
That if, befides, it be confidered how little it is
the Intereft of Great Britain, if it be fincerely de-
firous of Peace, to prevent France from preferving
and confolidating the fmall Number which remain
to her of foreign Settlements, and how much Eng-
land, by making new Acquifitions of this Nature,
would augment ftill farther the Uneafinefs and
Jealoufy of Europe ; and the Difpofition which it
evinces not to fee with Indifference the unlimited
Extenfion of the Power and Commerce of England,
it will be acknowledged, at the fame Time, that
the Advantages to be derived to the French Re-
public from a Maritime Truce are admitted ; that this
Truce would not be fo eminently difadvantageous to
England as her Government appears to imagine.
The Underﬁgned is, in confequence, directed
to refer to the double Propofition contained in the
prefent Note, "
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If a feparate Negotiation and Peace be the Ob-
je& the Armiftice may be agreed to in the Form
in which it is propofed by the Mlmftry of his Bri-
tannic Maje&y

If a joint Negotiation and a General Peace be
the Obje&, the Armiftice muft be ftipulated in the
Manner in which it is propofed in the Name of the
French Government, and as it will be fubfequent- -
ly detailed by the Underfigned.

(Signed)  OTTO.
Hereford Street, 29 Fruc. An 8. ‘
(Sept. 16, 1800.) '

(No. 29.)
Lord Grenville to M. Otto.

Sir, Downing Street, Sept. 20, 1800.
ENCLOSE to you the Anfwer to the laft Note
which I have had the Honor to receive from

ou,
¢ You will there oblerve that His Majefty is very
far from thinking it proper for him to accede to
the Principle which is again urged in that Note as
the Foundation of a Naval Armiftice.
‘While this fundamental Difference fubfifts, there

can be little Reafon to hope that any Advantage
could
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could arife from dxfcuﬂing the Details of fuch a
Meafure. ,

The Counta-Prolet which I had the Honor to
tranfmit to you, is confidered here as going to the
full Extent of Conceflion which can with any Co-
lour of Reafon be afked by France, or which could
be admitted by this Country, even in that View
in which alone there can be any chfhon of
Naval Armiftice.

If you areauthorized to make any fuchnewPropo-

fals as fhall be really confiftent with thofe Principles
which form the only admiffible Bafis for fuch a.
Tranfaition, I am. confident you will not be un-
willing, in a Matter of fo muchlmportance, to tranfe
mit them to me in Writing.
" Should they then appear to His Majefty’s Go-
vernment to afford any fufficient Grounds for fur-
ther Difcuffion of this Point, I fhall very readily
reccive the King’s Commands for authorizing a
proper Perfon to converfe with you on the Subje&
of thofe Commumcauons

l’havc the Honor to be, &c. -
’ GRENVILLE

(No. 30.)
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(No. 30.) ‘,
"NOTE..

* HE Note enclofed in M. Otto’s Letter of the
16th Inftant has been laid before the King.

His Majefty has not feen in that Paper any freth

Suggeftions on the Subje@ of a Naval Armiftice

which can at all vary the Anfwer tranfmitted to

M. Otto on the 7th Inftant. :

Neither His Majefty’s known Engagements to

© - . His Alhes, nor His Defire, fo recently exprefled,

to contribute to the Reftoration of general Tran-
quillity in Europe, will admit of His feparating His
Interefts from thofe of the Powers with whom He

- is connetted in’ the Profecution of the War; much
. lefs could He entertain the Idea of confenting, for
~ fuch aPurpofe, to any Naval Armiftice; a Meafare

which He has already declared to be totally inap-
plicable to a feparate Difcuffion of the Interefts of

. Great Britain and France.

This Propofal being therefore one which the

. French Government muft have known that His

Majefty could not accept, the fuppofed Alternative
profefled to be offered to His Majefty’s Choice,
amounts to nothing more than to the fimple Re-
newal of .a Demand already rejeted. No frefh
Inducement is ftated which fhould now difpofe His
Majefty to confent to thole Conditions of Armiftice
for joint Negotiation which He had before confi-
dered as wholly inadmiffible. - ° .

F From
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From Information received fince the laft Com-
munications on this Subjet took place, His Ma-
jefty has obferved with equal Surprife and Concern
that the Orders for giving Notice of the Termi-
nation of the Contizental Armiftice muft attually
have been difpatched from Paris at the very Time
when the Continuance of  that Armiftice was pro-
pofed to His Majefty as the Condition and Induce-
ment for a Maritime Truce. And if in Addition
to this Circumftance His Majefty were to collett
the prefent Difpofitions of His Enemies from _the
Terms refpefting His Condu& and Views with
which their recent Communications with His Al-
lies are filled, the Conclufion muft be extremely

unfavourable to the Exiftence of any Dxfpoﬁtlon
to Conciliation.

His Majefty is however ftill willing to wave all
Reference to thefe Confideradions, and to regulate
His Conduc¢t by the Motives which He has already
explained. He ftill looks, therefore, to a Naval

Armiftice on fuitable Conditions, as to a Sacrifice
which He may be induced to make in order to pre-
vent the Renewal of Hoftilities on the Continent,
- and thereby to facilitate thofe joint Negotiations
for General Peace which might perhaps be accele-
rated by fuch an Arrangement, although they are
by no Means neceffarily dependént on it.

But when it is required that the Extent of the
‘Sacrifice which His Majefty is to make fhould be
regulated neither by any fair Standard of Equality,
nor by the ordinary Rules which govern fuch

Tranf-
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Tranfa@ions ; when, without any Reference to the

Interefts of His own People, He s called upon to
proportion His Conceffions to the exaggerated Efti-

mates which His Enemies have formed of the Bene- -

fits derived to His Allies from the Continental Ar-'
miftice ; and when, on fuch Grounds as thefe, Con-
ditions are infifted on which even thefe could not
warrant, it becomes neceflary to ftate diftinétly
that His Majefty  neither- recogmzes this Principle,
nor, if He did, eould He agree in this Application
of it.

His Majefty is not, indeed, called upon to ap-
preciate the relative Advantages which the Pro-
longation of the Continental Armiftice might really
afford to each of the Belligerent Powers, But
even of thofe Circumftances which are enumerated
by the French Government as exclufively advan-
tageous to Auftria, many are evidently beneficial
to both Parties, and are fo nearly to an equal
Extent. ,

If during the Interval of Repofe whlch has al-
ready elapfed, the Auftrian Armies have been re-
eftablifhed, recruited, and reinforced, France has not
been inattentive to the fame Meafures. If the Sub.'
fidies which His Majefty has furnithed are applied by
His!Ally to the Formationor Tranfport of Magazines,
France has appropriated to fimilar Purpofes the
rigorous Contributions exated from thofe Coun-
tries which the Exiftence of an Armiftice has not
exempted from that Calamity. The Places in the
Rear of the Auftrian Army may have been repaired;

F2 ) but
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but the Pofition of the French Armies has alfo
been ftrengthened, and even the blockaded Towns

may perhaps fuffer more from the increafed Length

of the Blockade, than they can profit by any in-
ternal Meafures for improving their Defences.

Into other Points of Comparifon His Majefty
forbears to enter. No Part of the varied Succeffes
of the Continental War appear to him to entitle
His Enemies to prefume on any Afcendant over the
Spirit of the Auftrian Armies.

But were the Aflertions of the French Govern-

"ment in thefe Refpe@s better grounded than His

Majefty conceives them to be, the Principle itfclf
would ftill.be inadmiffible. It is impoffible that
His Majefty can admit that Compenfation is to.be.
demanded from Him for the Extent of thofe Advan-
tages, whatever they might really be, which His
Ally might derive from the Continuance of the
Armiftice; yet even fuch Compenfation is in a
great Degree offered by His Majefty. In confent-
ing to a Naval Armiftice on fuch Terms as have
already been acceded to on His Majefty’s Part, He
has made confiderable Sacrifices, and placed within
the Reach of. His Enemies great and obvious Ad-
vantages which their Reprefentation in vain endea-
vours to depreciate ; He has thereby given to all
Europe a ftrong Pledge of His Concern for the
general Welfare, and to His Enemies a decided:

Proof of pacific Difpofition.
But to yield to the prefent Demand would be
to ‘facrifice thofe Means of prefent Defence, and
8 thofe
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-thofe Pledges of future Security which have been
acquired by fuch great and memorable Efforts,
and which He can never be expetted to forego till
the Refult of thofe Negotiations, in which He has
declared his Readinefs to concur, fhall have crown-
ed his Endeavours for the Happinefs of His People
by the Reftoration of fafe and honourable Peace.

. (Signed) GRENVILLE.
Downing Street, Sept. 20, 1800. -

(No. 31.)
Londres, le 4 Jour Compl. An 8.
(21 Sept. 1800.)
Milord,

J’AI recu Hier 3 10 Heures du Soir 1a Lettre et Ia

Note que Votre Excellence m’a fait ’'Honneur
m’adrefler, et j’y ai vu avec le plus vif Regret que
Sa Majefté et Son Miniftére ne font pas encore dif-
pofés A acceder aux Principes de Conciliation ren-
fermés dans la Note que j’ai en ’'Honneur de Vous
remettre le 16 de ce Mois.

Ce n’eft pas feulement pour difcutér ces Prmcrpes,
mais pour propofer 3 Votre Excellence de nouveaux
Moyens de Raprochement que j’ai cru devoir lui
demander une Entrevue par ma Lettre du 16; et

. j'avais tout Lieu d’efpérer que les Explications.dans
lefquelles je fervis entre auraient pu efficacement
F 3 « lever
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.lever les Difficultés qui s’oppofent encore i la Con-
clufion d’un Armiftice Général.

Vous defiréz, Milord, que je vous donne ces Ex-
Jplications par écrit.  Elles portent fur deux Points,
qui * dans Votre premiére Note font reprefentés
comme les plus importans: Le Mouvement des
Efcadres de la_République pendant I’Armiftice et
* le Sort des Alliés de la Grande Bretagne.

Je fuis autorifé i confentir que les Vaiffeaux de
Ligne Francais ne fortent point des Ports vii ils
fe trouvent atuellement, et fi Sa Majefté infifte 3
faire comprendre fes Alli€s dans I’ Armiftice propo-
fé, je pourrai encore confentir i les faire jouir des
mémes Avantages que ceux de la République.

Les Intentions du Premier Conful fe trouvent de
nouveau Détaillées dans le Projet que j’ai I’'Honneur
de- Vous addrefler ci-joint, et pour ne pas différer
une Communication de cette Importance, je remets
.3 un autre Moment la Reponfe que je dois i la Nate
.de Votre Excellence.

J obferverai feulement que quand méme I’Ar-
miftice Autrichien eut ét¢ rompu dans cet Inter-
valle, il feroit facile le faire reprendre aux Armées
_refpetives leurs anciennes Pofitions dans le Cas
olt Sa Majefté accederoit aux derniéres Propofitions
qui lui font faites.

Jrai PHonneur d’etre, &c.

‘ (Signé)  OTTO.

(TRANS-
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" (TRANSLATION.)

.

London, the 4th Complilﬁentary Day,

Year 8. (Sept. 21, 1800.)
My Lord,

J RECEIVED. Yefterday - at Tcn o’Clock at

Night, the Letter and the Note which your
Excellency did me the Honor to addrefs to me;
- and I have learnt from them with the deepeft Re-
gret, that His Majefty and His Miniftry are not
yet difpofed to accede to the Principles of Concilia-
tion contained in the Note which I had the Honor
~ to tranfmit to you on the 16th of this Month.

It was not merely with a View to difcufs thofe
Principles, but in order to propofe to your Excel-
lency freth Means of Reconciliation, that I felt it
my Duty to requeft, in my Letter of the 16th, to
have an Interview with you; and I had every Rea- .
fon to hope that the Explanations into which 1
thould have entered would effe¢tually have ob-
viated the Difficulties which are ftill oppofed to
the Conclufion of the General Armittice.

“You defire, my Lord, that I fhould give you
thofe Explanations in Writing. They relate to
two Points, which in your firft Note are repre-
fented as being the moft important: The Power
of altering the Pofitions of the Squadrons of the
Republic during the Armiftice, and the Fate of
the Allies of Great Britain.

T am authorized to confent that the French Ships
of the Line fhall not go out of the Harbours where '

F 4 they
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they are at prefent; and if His Majefty infifts upon
his Allies being included in the propofed Armittice,
I am authorized alfo to confent that they fhould
enjoy the fame Advantages as thofe of the Re-

public.

The Intentions of the Firft Conful are anew
detailed in the Projet which I have herewith the
Honor to enclofe; and in order not to delay a
Communication of fuch Importance, I defer until
another Opportunity my Anfwer to your Excel-,
lency’s Note.

I fhall only obferve, that even if the Auftrian
Armiftice fhould have been broken in this Interval,
it would be eafy to make the refpetive Armies
refume their former Pofitions in the Event of His
Majefty’s acceding to the laft Propofals which have
been made to Him. I have the Honor to be, with
the moft refpe@ful Confideration, &c.

(Signed) . OTTO.

’(No. 32.}
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(No. 32.) -
' PROJET. . .
ATTENDU qu'il eft convenu que des Negocia-
tions pour une Paix Général feront immédi-
atement entamées entre la République Francaife &
fes Alliés d’une Part, & Sa Majefté Imperiale, Sa
Majefté Britannique, & leurs Alliés, de ’autre, &
que I’Armiftice qui a déji été conclu entre les Ar-.
mées de la République’ Frangaife &“celles de Sa
Majefté Impetiale peut-étre prorogé fi un Armiftice
équivalent eft conclu entre les Forces de la Ré-
publique Frangaife & celles de Sa Majefté Britan-
" nique, les deux Gouvernemens ont arrété de con-
clure le dit Armiftice aux Conditions fuivantes:

Article L,

_ Toutes Hoftilités par Terre & par Mer entre les
deux Parties feront fufpendues & ne feront renou-
vellées qu’aprés une Notification préalable d’un
Mois avant la Fin de I’Armiftice. Dans toutes les
Parties duMonde I’ Armiftice ne pourra étre rom-
pu que par POrdre méme des Gouverneméns Con-
tratants, & les Hoftilités ne pourront recommen-
cer qu’un Mois aprés la Notification qui aura été
faite par le Général od Officier commandant de
Fune des deux Nations 3 celui de ’autre Nation.

Article II.

Il fera immédiatement envoyé par les deux Gou-
vernemens des Ordres aux Officiers Commandants

dang
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dans les différentes Parties du Monde-pour qu'ils fe
conformnent 3 cette. Convention. On donnera des
Paffeports aux Avifos qui porteront ces Ordres, et
les Officiers de Sa Majefté Britannique qui traver-
feront la France pour-cet Objet recevront les faufs
. Conduits et les Facilités nécéflaires pour accélerer
leur Voyage.

Article I11.

Toutes les Prifes faites dans aucunes des Parties
du Mende pendant la Durée de I’ Armiftice, par au-
cun Officier ayant aftuellement regu la Notification
de cette Convention feront reftituées. Et en gé-
néral (que cette Notification ait été faite ou non)
toutes les Prifes faites dans la Manche ou dans les
Mers du Nord aprés douze Jours 4 compter de
PEchange des Ratifications de cette Convention fe-
ront rendues, et 3 cet Egardjles Termes feront
fixés pour les autres Parties du Monde conforme-
ment aux Stipulations du 22 Article des Prélimi.
naires de la derniere Paix; d’on il refulte qu’a
compter-du. Jour du dit Echange tous Batimens de
Commerce de I'une ou de ’autre Nation pourront

fe mettre en Mer et naviguer librement comme
avant la Guerre, e

y Article TV.

Malthe et PEgypte feront affimilées aux Places '
d’Allemagne qm quoique bloquees par I’Armée
Frangaife ont été appellées i jouir du Bénéfice de
PArmiftice Continental. Il fera fourni 2 Malthe

pour
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pour quinze Jours de Vivres i la Fois et 3 Raifon,
de dix milles Rations par Jour. Pour I'Egypte,

Six Fregates Frangaifes pourront partir du Port de

Toulon, ‘débarquer i Alexandrie, et en revenir
fans qu'elles puiffent étre vifitées et fans qu'aucun
Empéchement puiffe &tre mis a leur traverfee foit
par les Vaiffeaux Anglais foit par ceux des Alliés de
la Grande Bretagne. Un Officier Parlementaire
Anglais s’embarquera 3 cet Effet fur une des Fre-
gates et traverfera la France pour fe rendre 2 Toulon.

Article' V.

Le Blocus de Breft, de Toulon, et de tout autre
Port Frangais fera levé, et tous les Capitaines Bri~
tanniques recevront PInftruttion de ne’ pas inter-

- rompre Je Commerce de tout Bitiment entrant ou
fortant. Cependant aycun Vaifleau de Ligne a
deux et trois Rangs de Batterie actuellement mou-
illé dansles fufdjts Ports ne ponrra en' fortir avant
le Rénouvellement des Hoftilités pour prendre une
autre Station: Mais les Frégates, Corvettes, et
autres petits Bitiments de Guerre pourront libre-
ment fortir et naviguer, et lorfqu’ils fe rencontre-
ront en Mer avec les Vaifleaux de Sa Majefté Bri.
tannique, ils conferveront les Ufages établis avant
la Guerre,

Artlcle VI.

Les Troupes de Terre 3 la Solde de Sa Majefté
Britannique ne pourront débarquer dans aucun

Port
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Port d'ltalie pendant la Durée du prefent Ar-

. miftice.

Article VII.

Les Alliés de la France favoir, I'Efpagne, la Ré&

publique Batave, et Génes participeront au Béne-

fice du prefent Armiftice. (Si Sa Majefté Britan- -

nique infifte 4 faire comprendre fes Alliés dans I’ Ar-
miftice, ils jouiront des mémes Avantages que ceux
de la France.)

Article VIII.

La préfente Convention fera ratifiée, et les Ra-
tifications feront échangées dans le Terme de d1x
jours ou plut6t s’il eft poﬁible,

(TRANSLATION.)
- PROJET.

) | N Confideration of its having been agreed that
Negotiations for a General Peace. fhall be imme.
diately opened between the French Republic and
its Allies on one Side, and His Imperial Majefty,
His Britannic Majefty, and their Allies, on the
other Side; and that the Armiftice which has al-
ready been concluded between the Armies of the
French Republic and thofe of His Imperial Ma-
jefty may be prolonged, if an equivalent Armiftice
: fhould

——
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fhould be concluded between the Forces of the
French Republic and thofe of His Britannic Ma-
jeity, the two Governments have agreed to con-
clude the faid Armiftice upon thefollowing Con-
ditions :

_Article L. '

All Hoftilities both by Sea and Land between
the two Nations fhall be fufpended, and fhall not
be renewed until after a Month’s Notification prior
to the End of the Armiftice. In all Parts of the
World the Armiftice fhall not be broken without
~ the exprefs Order of the contrafting Governments;
and Hoftilities fhall not be renewed uiitil a Month
after the Notification which may have been given
by the General or Commanding Officer of one of
the two Nations to that of the other Nation.

- Article II.

Orders fhall be immediately tranfmitted by the
two Governments-to thc Commanding Officers in
the feveral Parts of the World, direting them to
ad in Conformity with this Coavention. Paff-
ports fhall be given to the Perfons who fhall carry
out thefe Orders ; and the Officers of His Britan-
‘nic Majefty who fhall travel through France for
“this Purpofe fhall receive Safe Conduéls and the
neceffary Facilities for accelerating their Jour-
ney.

Article IIL.
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Article 1IL

All Prizes made in any Part of the World dar-
ing the Continuance of the Armiftice, by any Of-
ficer having aQually received the Notification of
this Convention, fhall be reftored. And gene-
rally’ (whether this Notification fhall have been
made or not) all Prizes made in the Channel, or
in the North Seas, after twelve Days, to be com-
puted from the Exchange of the Ratifications of
this Convention, fhall be reftored ; and, in regard
to this Obje&, the Terms fhall be fixed far the
other Parts of the Word conférmably to the Stipu-
lations of the 22d Article of the Preliminaries of
the laft Peace ; whence it refults, that, computing
from the Day of the faid Exchange, alltrading Veffels
of either Nation fhall have the Power of putting
out to Sea, and of navigating freely as before the
War, :

Article IV,

Malta and Egypt fhall be aflimilatéd to the Places
in Germany, which, although blockaded by the
French Army, have been. permitted to enjoy the
Benefit of the Continental Armiftice. Malta fhall

be furnithed with Provifions for fifteen Days at a
Time, at the Rate of ten thoufand Rations per
Diem. With regard to Egypt, fix French Frigates
fhall have the Liberty of failing from Toulon, of
unlading at Alexandria, and of returning without
being fearched and without fuffering any Oppo-

fition
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fiion during their Paffage, either from Englﬂh
Ships or from thofe of the Allies of Great Britain.
An Englith Officer of Rank fhall for this Purpafe

embark on board one of the Frigates, and tfhall
travel through France on his Way to Toulon.

Article V.

The Blockade of Breft, of Toulon, and of
every other French Port fhall be raifed ; and all
Britith Captains fhall receive Inftructions not
to interrupt the Trade of any Veflel either en-
" tering therein or going out thereof. No Ship of
the Line, however, of two or three Decks, ac-
tually at Anchor in the faid Ports, fhall be at Li.
berty to go out before the Renewal of Hoftilities,
for the Purpofe of changing its Station ; but Fri-
gates, Sloops, and other fmall Ships of War, may
freely go out and navigate, and in the Event of their
meeting at Sea with Ships belonging to His Bri-
tannic Majefty, they fhall obferve the Cuftoms efta-
blithed before the War.

Article VI.

The Land Forces in the Pay of His Britannic
Majefty fhall not have the Power of difem-
barking in any Port of Italy during the Contmuancc
of the prefent Armiftice.

Article VII.

The Allies of France, namely, Spain, the Ba-
tavian Repubhc, and Genoa, fhall participate in the
Benefit
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Benefit of the prefent Armiftice. (If His Britannic
Majeity infift upon mcludmg His Allies in the Ar-

* miftice, theyfhall enjoy the fame Advantages with-

thofe of France.)

, Article VIIIL

“The prefent Convention fhall be ratified, and
the Ratifications fhall be exchanged in the Space

of ten Days or fooner if it fhould be pof-

fible.

(No. 33.) ‘
Herefotd Street, 23 Sept. 1800

: (2 Vendemiaire, An g.)
Milord,
J’AI I’Honneur d’adreffer 3’ Votre Excellence la
Réponfe 2 la Note qu'elle a bien voulu me
tranfmettre le 20 de ce Mois. Je vous prie
d’agreer en méme Tems l’Hommage des Sentiments

refpeGtucux avec lefquels jai I'Honpeur d’étre,

Milord,

De Votre Excellence,
Le trés-humble et trés obeiffant Semteur,

(Signé) ~ OTTO.

" (TRANS
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+ (TRANSLATION.)

AY

Hereford Street, Sept. 23, 1800.
My Lord, - (2 Vendemiaire, g.)
HAVE the Honor to addrefs to your Excellency
the Anfwer to the Note which you had the Good-
nefs to tranfmit to me on the 20th of this Month,
I beg that you would at the fame Time accepf
the Homage of thofe Sentiments of Refpe&t with
which I have the Honor to be, &c.
(Signed)  OTTO,

el

(No. 34.)
NOTE.

ANS tout le Cours de la Négociation dont le
Soufligné a été chargé, il a eu Lieu de régret.
ter que le Défaut de Communications plus directes
avec le Miniftére de Sa Majefté ’ait mis dans I’'Im-
poffibilité de donner i fes Ouvertures Officielles
jes Dévélopemens néceflaires. Le Réfultat de fes
dernier¢s Communications, auxquelles repond la
Note qu’il a eu 'Honneur de recevoir le 20 dece
Mois, rend cet Inconveniént bien plus fenfible en-
core. :
La premigre Partie de cette Note paraiffant met-
tre en Doute la Sincérité des Difpofitions du Gou-
. G vernement
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vernement Francais d’entamer des Négociations
pour une Paix Générale, le Soufligné doit entrer
a ce Sujet dans quelques Détails, qui juftifieront
pleinement la Conduite du Premier Conful.

. L’Alternative propofée d’une Paix féparée dans
le Cas ou Sa Majefté n’agréerait pas les Conditions
d’un Armitice Général, loin de dévoiler un Défaut
de Sincérité, fournit au contraire la Preuve la plus
forte des Difpofitions conciliantes du Premier Con-
ful; elle eft une Conféquence néceffaire de la Dé-
claration faite par le Soufligné le 4 de ce Mois. En
Effet, il a eu ’Honneur de prévenir le Miniftere
Britannique, *“ Que fi cet Armiftice n’eft pas con-
 clu avant le 11 Septembre, les Hoftilités auront
‘¢ été recommencées avec I’ Autriche, et que dans ce
¢ Cas le Premier Conful ne pourra plus confentir &
‘¢ PEgard de cette Puiffance, qu’a une Pajx [Eparée
“ et complette.” Cet Armiftice n’a pas été conclu
a ’Epoque indiquée. il étoit donc naturel de s’at-
tendre eventuellement i une Paix féparée avec
P Autriche, et dans le méme Hypothéfe 4 une Paix
également féparée avec la Grande Brétagne, a moins
qu’on ne penfe que les Calamités qui accablent
depuis huit Années une grande Partie de 'Europe
doivent fe perpetuer, et n’avoir d’autre Terme que
la Deftru&ion totale de ’une des Puiffances Belli-

érentes. ‘

Ce n’eft donc pas le Gouvernement Frangais qui
propofe 2 Sa Majefté de féparer fes Intéréts de ceux
de fes Alliées, mais ayant vainement tenté de les
réunir dans un Centre commun, et les trouvant
feparés de fait par le Refus de I'Angleterre de dé-

' ‘ pofer



1

L 8 1

pofer fur I’Autel de la Paix quelques Avantages par-
ticuliers, dont la France avait déja fait le Sacrifice,
le Premier Conful a donné une nouvelle Preuve de
fes Difpofitions en indiquant un autre Moyen de
Conciliation que le Cours des Evenemens amenera
tot ou tard.

Conformément 2 PAvis que le Soufﬁgne adonné
le 4 de ce Mois, on a notifié en Effet la Ceffation de
I’ Armiftice Continental 2 'Epoque qui avait été
fixée; mais le Contre-Projet du Miniftére Britanni«
que, expédié par le Soufligné le 8 de ce Mois, étant
arrivé a Paris le 10, et Sa Majefté Impériale ayant
paru convaincue que Son Alli€ ne fe refuferait point
a un Armiftice admlﬂible, le Premier Conful s’eft
décidé de nouveau 2 faire retarder de huit Jours la
Reprife des Hoftilités. Les Ordres ont été expé-

"diés fur le Champ aux Armées d’Allemagne et

" d’Italie, et dans le Cas ou ces Ordres fuflent arrivés

trop tard dans cette derniére Contrée, et qu’i la
Suite de'quelque Opération Militaire, les Généraux
Frangais euffent eu quelques Succes, il leur était
ordonné de reprendre la Pofition qu’ils occupaient

le Jour méme du Renouvellement des Hoftilités.
Le fimple expofé de ces Faits fufira fans Doute
pour démontrer que le Gouvernement Franqais n’a
jamais pu avoir Intention de mafquer par des Né-
gociations fimulées une nouvelle Attaque contre
PAutriche, et qu’au contraire il a apporté dans
toute cette Négociation la Franchife, la Loyauté, qui
feules peuvent affurer le Rétabliffement de la Tran.
quillité générale que Sa Majefté et fon Miniftére
. ont tant 3-Ceeur. _
: G2 , En
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En vain chercheroit on les Preuves d’une Inten-
tion contraire dans quelques Expreflions refermées
dans les Communications Officielles du Gouverne-
ment Frangais avec les Alliés de Sa Majefté. S'il
s’agiffait furtout d’une des derniéres Lettres écrites
a Monfieur le Baron de Thugut, que le Souffi gﬁé

' aurait pu communiquer lui-méme s’il en eut trouvé
I'Occafion, cette Lettre prouverait que le Gouverne-
ment Francais, toujours Ami de la Paix, n’a paru fe
plaindre des Intentions de la Grande Brétagne, que
parcequ’il avait tout Lieu de les croire contraires 3
un Syitéme folide de Pacification.

Le Soufligné n’eft entré dans ces Détails que par-
cequ’d la veille des Négociations qui pourraient étre
entamées, il importe aux Confeils des deux Puif-
fances d’étre réciproquement convaincus dela Sin- -
cérité de leurs Intentions, et que I’Opinion qu’ils
peuvent avoir de cette Sincérité, eft le Seul Garant
du Succés des Ncgocnatlons. g

Quandau fecond Point de la Noteque la Soufligné
a eu ’Honneur de recevoir, il doit fe référer i fa
Lettre du 16, par Jaquelle il a prevenu Son Excel-
lence Lord Grenville qu’il était chargé de donner
des Explications fatisfaifantes toucRant les principales -
Objetions 'du Gouvernement Britannique i I’Ar-
miltice propofé, en le priant inftamment de faciliter
des Communications verbales avec le Miniftére. Il
était donc difficile de croire que le Gouvernément

 Frangais s’en tiendrait fans aucune Modification 3 fes
premiéres Ouvertures, car dans ce Cas il eut été
trés-inutile de folliciter une Entreviie pour donner
des Explications fatisfaifantes. N : En
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. En parlant des Compenfations requifes pour faire
cadrer I’Armiftice Naval avec la Tréve Continen-
" tale, le Miniftére de Sa Majefté trouve qu'il y a de
I’Exagération dans la Balance établie par le Gou-
vernement Frangais ; une Difcuflion formelle fur
cet Objet ferait fans Doute dcplacce Aprés les
Succés varie¢s d’une Guerre qui a produit tant
d’Evénemens extraordinaires, il eft difficilede douter
de I'Influence morale de ces Evénemens fur les Ar-
mées, fur les Peuples, fur les Gouvernemens eux-
mémes ; et les Induions que I'on peut en tirer
dans le Moment actuel yarax(fent juftifier ’Opinion
que le Souffigné a cru devoir manifefter. S’ily a
de I’Exagération dans cette Opinion, elleeft partagée
par les Ennemis de la République eux-mémes, qui
-ont tout employé pour prolonger la Tréve, et qui
ne [e font fait aucun Scrupule de fe fervir méme de
la Voie des Négociations fimulées pour gagner du
Tems. Les Préliminaires, fignés par M. le Comte
de St. Julien et défavoués par Sa Cour, en font un
Example mémorable, et il faut bien que la Conti-,
nuation de I’Armiftice Continental foit un Sacrifice
pour la République, puifqu?on a tout fait pour le
lui arracher.

. Mais en admettant méme I’Exiftence de ce Sacri-
fice le Miniftere de Sa Majefté déclare formellement
. que Pon ne faurait exiger de lui un Sacrifice ana-
logue.—Il n’appartient certainement pas a la
France de juger jufqu’a quel Point les Engagemens
pris par Sa Majefté envers fes Alliés peuvent géner
fes Difpofitions 3 cet Egard, mais le Droit de la

' G 3 France -
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France demander le Prix du Sacrifice qu’Elle a fait,
et qu’Elle eft encore préte 2 faire, parait incontefta-
ble. Le Premier Conful a donné a I’Europe des
Giges réitérés de fes Difpofitions pacifiques, il n’a
ceflé de les manifefter envers les Cabinets intéreffés
_dans cette Lutte, et quand méme fa Modération re-
leverait les Efpérances des Ennemis du Gouverne-
ment Frangais, Elle fera toujours l’u'nique Guide de-
fes A&tions.

Malgré cette DlEcrence dans la Maniére de con-
fidérer plufieurs Queftions accefloires, et Prélimina-
ries de la Pacification projettée, le Souffigné doit
fe féliciter de trouver dans toutes les Communica-
tions qu’il a eu PHonneur de recevoir jufqu’ici les

' méme Affurances des Difpofitions de Sa Majefté de
travailler au Rétabliffement de la Tranquillité de
I'Europe; et il negligera aucune Occafion de faire
valoir ces Difpofitions prés de fon Gouvernement.

’ (Signé) OTTO.
Hereford Street, 22d Septembre 1800.
(1 Vendem. An g.)

——

(TRANSLATION.)

NOTE.

URING the whole Courfe of the Negotiation
with which the Underfigned has been charged,

he has had Caufe to regret that the Want of more
dxre&
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dire& Communications with His Majefty’s Minifs
try has rendered it impoffible for him to give to his
Official Overtures the neceflary Explanations. This
Inconvenience is rendered ftill more ftriking by the
Refult of his laft Communications, to which the
Note which he had the Honor to receive on the
20th of this Month is an Anfwer. ,

The firft Part of this Note appearing to intimate:
a Doubt refpedting the Sincerity of the Difpofi.
tions of the French Government to begin Negoti~
ations for a General Peace, the Underfigned cannot
avoid entering into fome Details upon this Subjeét,
which will fully juftify the Condu& of the Firft
Conful,

The propofed Alternative of a feparate Peace, in
the Event of His Majefty’s not accepting the Con.

ditions for a General Armiftice, far from evincing *

a- Want of Sincerity, furnifhes, on the contrary,
the ftrongeft Proof of the conciliatory Difpofitions
of the Firft Conful: It is a neceffary Confequence
of the Declaration made by the Underfigned the
ath of this Month. In Effe, he has had . the
Honor to apprize the Britith Miniftry ¢ That if
¢ that Armiftice be not concluded before the 11th
«¢/of September, Hoftilities will have been renewed
¢« with Auftria, and that in that Cafe the’ Firft
¢ Conful will no longer be able, with regard 0 this
<« Power, to confent to any except a feparate and-com-

< plete Peace.
That Armiftice was not concluded at the Date
fixed upon ; it was therefore natural eventually to
G 4 expett
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expet a feparate Peace with Aufiria, and, according
to the fame Suppofition, a Peace in like Manner
Jeparate with Great Britain, unlefs it is thought
that the.Calamities with which a great Part of
Europe has been for eight Years paft opprefled, -
fhould be continued without other Hope of Termi-
nation than that of the complete Deftruion of
one of the Belligerent Powers.

Itis not therefore the French Government whlch
propofes to His Majefty to feparate his Interefts
from thofe of his Allies ; but having in vain at-
tempted to unite them in a common Center, and
finding them feparated in Faét by the Refulal of
England to lay down on the Altar of Peace fome
fpecial Advantages of which France had already
made a Sacrifice, the Firft Conful has given a freth
Proof of his Difpofitions, by pointing out another
Means of Reconciliation which the Courfe of Events

will bring about fooner or later.

- In Conformity with the Advice which the Un-
derfigned had tranfmitted on the 4th of this Month,

Notification was given of the Geffation of the Con-
tinental Armiftice at the Term which had been
fixed upon, but the Counter-Projet of the Britifh
Miniftry, difpatched by the Underfigned upon the
8th of this Month, having reached Paris on the
10th, and His Imperial Majelty having appeared to
be convinced that his Ally would not withhold his
Confent to an admiffible Armiftice, the Firft Con-
ful determined again to retard for eight Days the

Renewal of Hoftilities, Orders were immediately
difpatched
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difpatched to the Armies of Germany and Italy,
and in the Event of thofe Orders arriving too late
in the laft mentioned Country, apd of the French
Generals having obtained Succefles in conlequence
of any Military Operation, they are ordered to_ re-
fume that Pofition which they occupied on the pre-
cife Day on which Hoftilities were recommenced.
The fimple Relation of thefe Fa&ts will without
Doubt be fufficient to prove that the French Go-
vernment never can.have intended to cover, by
pretended Negotiations, a freth Attack upon Auf-

tria; and that, on the contrary, it has afted -

throughout this Negotiation with that Franknefs
and Loyalty which can alone enfure that Re-eftab-

lilhment of general Tranquillity which His Ma-

jefty and His Miniftry have fo much at Heart.
It would be in vain to look for Proofs of a con.

trary Intention in fome Expreflions contained in the -

Official Communications - of the French Govern-
ment to the Allies of His Majeﬂy. More elpecially
if fuch Proofs were attempted to be drawn from
‘one of the laft Letters written to Baron Thugut,

which the Underfigned might have communicated

himfelf, if he had found an Opportunity; that Letter
would prove that the French Government, always
a Friend to Peace, appeared to complain of the
Intentions of Great Britain only becaufe it had
every Reafon to believe them contrary to a folid

Syftem of Pacification.
The Underfigned has entered into thefe Detaxls
only becaufe, on the Eve of Negotiations which
may
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may -bé entered upon, it is of Importanée to the'

Councils of the two Powers to be reciprocally con.
vinced of the Sincerity of their Intentions, and
becaufe the Opinion which they may have of that
Sincerity is the only Pledge for the Succefs of the
Negotiations.

With refpe& to the fecond 'point in the Note ‘

which the Underfigned has had the Honor of re-
ceiving, he is to refer to his Letter of the 16th, in
which he informed his- Excellency Lord Grenviile
that he was direted to give /fatisfactory Explana-
tions relative to the principal ObjeGions of the
Britith Government to the propofed Armiftice, and
entreated him at the fame Time, to facilitate the
Means of verbal Communications with the Miniftry.
It was therefore difficult to believe that the French
Government would adhere, without any Modifi-
cation, - to its firft Overtures ; for, in that Cafe, it
would have been quite ufelefs to folicit for an Inter-
view, in order‘to give fatisfaGory Explanations,
In fpeaking of the Compenfations. requifite, in
order to place the Naval Armiftice upon a Footing
with the Continental Truce, His Majefty’s Miniftry
think that there is fome Preponderance in the Ba.
lance fettled by the French Government ; a formal

Difcuffion- upon this Point would undoubtedly be -

difplaced. After the various Succefles of a War
which has produced fo many extraordinary Events,
it is difficult to doubt of the moral Influence of
thofe Events upon Armies, upon Nations, upon
Governments themfelves; and the Deduétions which

may
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may be drawn from it at prefent, appear to juftify
the Opinion which the Underfigned has felt it his
Duty to ftate. If there be any Exaggeration in this
Opinion, it is thared with the Enemies of the Re-
public themfelves, who have employed every Effort
to prolong the Truce, and who have not fcrupledto °
ufe the Means of pretended Negotiations in order to
gain Time. The Preliminaries figned by the Count
de St. Julien, and difavowed by his Court, are a
memorable Example of this ; and the Prolongation -
of the Continental Armiftice muft neceffarily be
confidered as a Sacrifice on the Part of the Repub-

" . lic, fince every Effort has been employed to extort

its Confent to it.

But even whilit His Majefty’s Mxmﬁry admit the
Exiftence of this Sacrifice, they formally declare
that an analogous Sacrifice cannot be expetted to
be made on the Part. of His Majefty. It certainly
does not become France to judge how far His Ma-
jetty’s Engagements with His Allies may counteract
His Inclination in this Refpec; but France appears
to have certainly an undoubted Right to demand
the Price of the Sacrifice whicl the has made, and
which fhe is ftill willing to make. The Firft Con-
ful has given to Europe repeated Pledges of his
pacific Difpofitions; he has never ceafed mani-
fefting them to the Cabinets interefted in this Con-
teft ; and even although the Hopes of the Enemies
of the French Republic fhould be excited by his
Moderation, it fhall always be the fole Guide of his
Actions. ‘
: Not.
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Notwithftanding this Difference in the Manner
of viewing feveral Queftions acceflory and prelimi-
nary to the propofed Pacification, the Underfigned
cannot but congratulate himfelf pn finding, in all
the Communications which he has hitherto had the
Honor of receiving, the fame Affurances of His Ma-

jefty’s Difpofition to employ His Efforts towards the
Re-eftablifhment of the Tranquillity of Europe;

. and he will negle& no Opportunity of placing this

Difpofition in its ftrongeft Light to his Govern-
mcnt.
- . (Signed)  OTTO.
Hereford Street, Sept. 22, 1800.
(1 Vendemiaire, Year.g.)

(No. 35.)
NOTE.

Downing-Street, Sept. 24, 1800.
LORD Grenville prefents his Compliments to M.
Otto, and has the Honor to acquaint him, that,
in confequence of his Defire for an Opportunity of
converfing with a Perfon of Confidence on the Part
of this Government refpe@ing the different Propo-
fals which have been made as to the Conditions of
a Naval Armiftice, His Majefty has been pleafed to .
give Authority to Mr. Hammond to meet M. Otto
for that Purpofe. , _
It is the fincere Wifh of His Majefty’s Govern-
ment, that the Refult of their Converfation on this
' Subje&t
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Subjec may tend to facilitate the great Work of

a General Pacification on a folid and permanent

Bafis.
Lord Grenville requeﬁs M. Otto to be aﬁ'ured of

his high Confideration.

=( NO. 360 )
To Mr. Hammond. .

Sir, Downing-Street, Sept. 24, 1800.

- OTTO having been empowered by the French

* Government to negotiate a Convention for an
Armiftice between this Country and France, with
a View to Negotiations for General Peace; and
having exprefled an earneft Defire to enter into ver-
bal Explanations on this Subjeét with fome Perfon
properly authorized on His Majefty’s Part; the
King, willing to omit nothing which can contribute
to the great Work of reftoring folid and permanent
- Tranquillity to Europe, has been pl&fed to make
Choice of you for the Purpofe of meeting M. Ottd, -
and of receiving from him fuch verbal Communi-
cations as he may with to make in Addition to what
has already pafled in Writing refpe&ting the different
Projets propofed on either Side for a Naval Ar-
miftice.

This Letter will point to you the Reafons which
induce His Majefty to confider M. Otto’s fecond
Projet as unfatisfalory in all the material Points in
which it differs from the Counter-Projet prepared
here by His Majefty’s Command. o
| You



[ 94 ]

You will ftate to M. Otto His Majefty’s Decifion

in this Refpe&, and you will enter ‘without Referve
into the Difcuffion of the Grounds on which it refts.
‘His Mujelty has no other Obje& in View in this
Tranfaétion than to contribute to the Reftoration
of General Peace. He is not unwilling for this
Purpofe to facrifice fome prefent Advantage, in the
Opinion that by fo doing he confults the permanent
Interefts of His People ; but He can neither confent,
at the Opening of a Negotiation for Peace, to place
himfelf in a Condition of Inferiority to His Ene-
mies, fuch as the Refult of the War in which He is
engaged by no Means warrants ; nor does he think
that the Obje& of Peace itfelf Would be promoted
or accelerated by rendermg the intermediate Situa-
tion of HIS Enemies, under Colour of an Armiftice,
fuch as they might be defirous to prolong, rather
than to terminate it by any admiffible Conditions
of Peace.

His Majefty fees, in the laft Projet of the French
Government, little Progrefs towards an Accommo-
dation ; it is inde¢d ftated in M. Otto’s Letter to me
of the. 21t Inft. that fatisfaltory Explanations are
there given on the two moft important Points which
had been infifted on by His Majefty.

The Admiffion of His Majefty’s Allies to partake
in the fame Terms of Armiftice in which France
claims to include her Allies, is indeed not only an
important, but an indifpenfable Condition of any

fuch Agreement; but there can be no Ground for -

reprcfentmg this equal and neceﬁ'ary Atrangement
as

-
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as a Conceflion on the Part of France, rather than
on the Part of His Majefty. And wiih refpe&t to
the other Point ftated by M. Otto, (that which re-
lates to the French Ships of War,) the Offer of
France ftill falls very fhort both of the King’s De- -
mand, and of what would .be neceflary even to
affimilate the Naval Armiftice to that of the Conti-
' nent. The Article in its prefent Shape is therefore
fo far. from containing any Facility which could
foften or remove the other Obftacles in the Way
of an.amicable Conclufion of this Bufinefs, that it
muft ftill be regarded in Juftice as an unequal and
inadmiffible Claim on the Part of the King’s Ene-
mies.

On other Points of no lefs Importance, the new

Projet adheres to the former Demand, and even in
one Inftance brings forward a freth Pretenfion
which had not before been ftated.
.. In examining in Detail the feveral Articles of the
propofed Convention, fome verbal Differences be-
tween the Englith Counter-Projet and the fecond
French Projet, are not intended to be here adverted
to. '

If the more important Points of the Negotiation
were fatisfaCtorily adjufted, it .would be neceflary
to make fome Remarks on thefe, and pofiibly alfo

to propofe, for the Sake of Precifion, a few verbal

Alterations or Additions to the ongxnal Articles

‘But none of thefe appear likely in that Cafe to
create any ferious Difficulty.

It might be fufficient to include under this Re-

ferve the two .Variations made in the Preamble of

the Convention,

But



L 96 1

But it may perhaps be more proper “for you to
ftate at this Time the following Obfervatxons re-
fpe@ing them, viz.

1. That the Mention of the refpe&xve Allies, in
the Form in which thofe Words are introduced into
the French Preamble, feems toimply of Necefhity,
not only that the Negotiations fhall (as is the King’s
Intention) be carried on with a View to a General
Peace alone, fo as to include in the final Adjuft-
ment all the Allies on both Sides, but alfo that thofe
Allies fhould immediately be called ‘upon to take
Part by their Minifters in the propofed Negotia-
tions : a Queftion which His Majefty conceives may
more conveniently be referved to future Difcuffion,
inftead of being prejudged by the Terms of any
feparate Agreement for an Armiftice between Great
Britain and France.

2. The Expreflions ufed in the French Projet
refpecting the Continental Armiftice appear unbe-
coming towards the King’s Allies, and cannot there.
fore be agreed to by His Majefty. '

3. The Word < Eguivalent,” as there inferted,
feems to aflume, as the Bafis of the Naval Armiftice, .
that Principle of full Compenfation to which the
King has already refufed His Confent.

It fhould in like Manner be mentioned by you,
that, in the firft Article, the Omiffion of the Words °
« Forces of” feems to imply a more complete Suf-
penfion of the State of War between the two Powers
than accords with the Nature of an Armiftice, or
is confiftent with the Conditions, (particularly thofe

refpecting
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refpecting the Tranfport of Naval and Military .
Stores) on which His Majefty judges it neceffary for
Him to infift.

In the remaining Part of this Article very mate-
rial Changes are made in the Conditions offered by
His Majefty. Thefeare,

1. The extending the Term of Notice for the
Ceffation of the Armiftice, from fourteen Days to
one Month.

- 2. The requiring that this Notice of one Month
thould in all Cafes be given only in confequence of

- Orders from the refpetive Governments, and by
the Commanding Officer of one Country to the
Commanding Officer of the other, in the differént
Parts of the World refpectively.

3. The total Omiffion of the Claufe by which
the Continuance of the Naval Armiftice was made
to depend on that of the Continent.

It is probable that the two firft of thefe Altera-

. tions are principally propofed in the fame View
- which led to the Omiffion of this laft Claufe ; and
the Effe& of the Whole would be, that if the Ar- .
miftice with Auftria fhould at any Period be termi-

" nated by France, His Majelty would ftill for fome
confiderable Time be reftrained from affifting His
Ally.

’I}:he bare Statement of fuch a Condition is fuffi-
cient to thew that it never can be admitted by His
Majefty, who is bound by the Spirit of His Engage-
ments to affift His Ally immediately on the Renewal -
of Ioftilities ; and to whom no other Inducement

H . has
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~has or could be offered for{acceding to a Naval Ar-
miftice, except that of preventing the Renewal of
Hoftilities on the Continent.

~ 'The laft Claufein the Englith Article muft there-
. fore be abfolutely infifted on, and no Variation can
be admitted in the other Parts of it which fhall be
inconfiftent with the Objeét of that Stipulation.

The Term of fourteen Days is in fa& longer than
that which is provided in either of the two Con-
ventions of Armiftice in Italy and Germany, and

-appears fully fufficient for all the Purpofes which
fuch a Provifion is fairly intended to anfwer ; and
as His Majeﬁy enters into any Stipulation for Na-

* val Armiftice in the fole Hope of a fpeedy Conclu-

‘fion of the intended Negotiations, He does not

, think proper to bind Himfelf for fo long a Period as
a Month, thould He have the Mortification of find-
‘ing that His Enemies refufe to adopt thofe Prin-
ciples of Negotiation on which alone He judges
that permanent Tranquillity ‘can be reftored to
Europe.

The French Govemment has in all its Commu-
nications exprefled the fame Hope and Defire for
the fpeedy Conclufion of Peace, and has even pro-
fefled an Anxiety to render this Objett more pecu-
liarly interefting to His Majefty. There can there-
fore be no Reafon to with on either Side that the
Term of Notice fhould be prolonged fo much be-
yond the Necefity of the Cale.

The third Article of the Counter-Projet was
drawn with a Reference to thecorrefpondmg Articles

in
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in the Preliminaries of Peace in 1963and 1483,
from which it differs only by the more explicit State-
ment of that which is underftood to have been the
eftablithed Pradtice of the Courts of Admiralty on
both Sides with refpe&t to fuch Ships of War as
thould have made any Prizes after having adtually
received Notice of the Ceffation of Hoftilities.

The Addition to this Article propol'ed in the
French Projet is objectionable ;

Firft, Becaufe there feems to be no Neceffity for
explaining the general Effe&t of a Speculation
which has in the Pradtice of the two laft Negoti-
ations for Peace been found fufficiently diftin&,
and has fully anfwered the Purpofe intended by it.

Secondly ; Becaufe the Explanation there ngcn
is not a juft Conclufion from the Premifes. It is
indeed true, that by the Effet of this Article Ships
clearing out diretly from Great Britain or France
might immedxately after the Exchange of the Rati<
fications fail in full Security, becaufe they might
carry out with them Notice of the Armiftice ; but
the fame Thing would not be true of Ships in other
Parts of the World, as thefe (under the exprefs
Terms of this Article) could not be entitled to
Reftitution if captured, unlefs Proof were given
that actual Notice of the Armiftice had been re-
ceived by their Captors, or unlefs the Period affign-
ed by this Article for the Part of the World where
the Capture took place had expired before the
attual Capture.

3. The Expreffion of navxgatxng freely as before
the War might be conftrued to extend to the Ad-

H 2 miffion
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_miflion of the Ships of one Country into the Ports.
of the other refpetively; to which, for obvious Rea-
fons, the King would not think proper to agree. And
thefe Words are befides inconfiftent both with the
Stipulations on which His Majefty thinks it necef-
fary to infift refpeting the Tranfport of Troops
and of Naval and Military Stores, and even with
thofe which France propofes as to the blockaded
Places. )

The fourth Article of the French Projet ftill
. maintains the Contradi&tion of profefling to affi-
milate the blockaded Places to thofe of Germany,
and of applying to them at the fame Time Con-
ditions which are the very Reverfe of thofe adopted
in the German Armiftice.

The Manner in which that Armiftice is fpoken
of in this Article affords another Inftance of Ex-
preflions unneceffarily and improperly offenfive to
‘the King’s Allies.

There feems no Reafon for altermg this Para-
graph of the Counter-Prolet, which is perfe&ly
_ diftin&, and conveys no Implication injurious to
- either Party.

The King cannot agree that 10,0e0 Rations per
Diem fhall be affumed as the Confumption of Malta,
If the Fatt be fo, it will appear to the Commiffaries
who will be named for that Purpofe, in Conformity
to thofe Stipulations of the German Armiftice to
which France profefles the Intention of affimilating
this Article.

But a ftill more material Obje&tion arifes to the
Propofal refpe&ting Egypt.

If -
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- If the Situation of the French Army in that

Country were to become Matter of Difcuffion be-
tween the two Governments, His Majefty and His
Allies have a Right, on every Principle of good
Faith as prattifed between civilized Nations, tore-
quire that the French fhould evacuate Egypt on
the Terms ftipulated in the Convention of El Arifh ;
thofe Stipulations having been ratified both by the
Turkith Government and by the French Com-
_ manding Officer; and His Majelty having alfo in-
ftructed his Admiral commanding in thofe Seas to
accede to them as foon as they were known here.
This Demand- would be made with the more
Reafon, becaufe, even fubfequentto the Recom-
mencement of Hoftilities in Egypt (under Circum--
ftances to which HisMajefty forbears to advert,) an
Official Engagement was entered into by General .
Kleber in his Letter to the Kaimakan, dated the
10th April 1800, by which that General, then
commanding in Chief the French Army in Egypt,
. and confequently poflefling’ full Powers to bind his
Government in this Refpe&, formally undertook
that the Convention of El Arifh fhould be executed
fo foon as the King’s Acqmcfcence in it Ihould be
notified to him. -

But when,. inftead of performmg thxs Engage-
ment, the French Government, under a Pretence’
of aflimilating Egypt to the blockaded Places of
Germany, requires ‘that fix Frigates fhall carry-
thither, without Moleftation or Search, and even
under the open Proteltion of a Britith Officer,
whatever Articles the French Garrifons there may

. H 3 "~ be
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be moft'in need of, it is natural to afk by what-
Article in the German Armiftice Ulm or Ingol.
ftadt are to receive in covered, Waggons as many
Troops, as much Provifions, and as great a Quan-
tity of every Species of Arms, Ammunition, and
Stores, as might be conveyed to Egypt in fix French
Frigates ? And this Comparifon is ftill more ftrik-
ing, when it is confidered that by the German
Armiftice the blockaded Places are exprefsly re-
ftrained from receiving, during the Armiftice, any
Thing which can fupply additional Means of De-
fence : And on the other Hand, that the Propofals
for the Evacuation of Egypt originated on the Part
of the French themfelves, who now defire to avail
themfelves of the Benefit of an Armiftice to
ftrengthen that very Pofition which, by an Agree-
ment made in- confequence of their own Requeft,
they have-aétually engaged to abandon.

This Part of the French Article is therefore
wholly inadmiffible. It contains a Pretenfion
unjutt in itfelf, injurious to His Majefty’s Intereft,
and repugnant both to the genetal Principle of
the Negotiation, and to that which is fpecified in
the very Beginning of the Article itfelf: And it
implies a Breach of Faith on His Majefty’s Part to-
wards an Ally to whom he is bound by a folemn
Treaty.

Befides all thefe Conﬁderanons, His Majefty has
no Power to reftrain, by fuch an Engagement as
is here propofed, the Ships of the Ottoman Porte
from refifting the Admiffion of this Supply into

Egypt, unlefs His Ally had acceded to the Armiftice,
which,
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which, if it be concluded on fuch Terms as thefe,
there.can be no Reafon to expe.

The Manner in which this particular Sub]e& of -
Egypt is fpokén of both in the Projet and in M.
Otto’s Note of the 16th Inftant, makes it neceflary -
that you fhould diftin&ly declare that the Offer
which was contained in the Counter-Projet gaes in
this Refpe@t to the very utmoft Extent that Hig -
Majefty’s Regard for the Interefts of his Subjects
can admit of. And His Majefty is confident that
no Want of Conciliation can juftly be imputed to
Him on Account of His having at once brought
forward explicitly and without Referve the Whole -
of thofe Conceflions which it appeared poffible for
Him to make.

This Obfervation applies equally to the remam-
ing Arti¢les of the Projet. :
In the fifth Article His Majeﬁy finds himfelf
obliged to infift that the Freedom of Navigation
there ftipulated for on the Part of His Enemies fhall
not be extended to the Tranfport of Troops or of
Naval and Military Stores. The Juftice of this
Exception and its Neceffity are too obvious to re-
quire any farther Explanations in Addition to thofe
contained in the Official Notes ; and it follows as
a Confequence of this Principle, as well as from
the Nature of the Subje& itfelf, that the Reftric-
tion as to the.failing of Ships of War would be
wholly illufory, were it, as now propofed, confined

to Ships of the Line only.

' It would, indeed, neither be indifferent in PraQice
nor jult in Principle, that France fhould be enabled
H 4 - during
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during the Armiftice to change the Stations of all
her Frigates ; but when it is confidered how much ~
it is the Ulage of the French Marine to employ
thofe Veflels for the Tranfport of Troops and Mi.
litary Stores, the two Parts of this Article become
~ fo blended with each other that they cannot be fe-
_parated ; and His Majefty cannot depart from the
. latter without equally abandoning the former.

The Naval Supply of the Articles which are
here in queftion, is indeed ftated in oné of M. Otto’s
Notes to be a Point of fmall Moment to France.
If it be fo, fhe can with lefs Reafon infift on a Point
which can in this Cafe only be infifted on with a
View to affett thofe general Principles which are
connelted with all the moft important Maritime
Interefts of Great Britain,

The fixth Article contains a new Demand on the
Part of France, fuperadded to all the Pretenfions
advanced in her firft Projet. It refts on no juft
or equitable Principle ; for while France would re-
ftrain His Majefty from ftrengthening by the Ad-
dition of more Troops the Forces of His Allies in .
Italy, the referves the Power of augmenting her
own Armies there,} or of afflifting her Allies elfe-
where, precifely as it may fuit her future Plans of
Operations. .

The French Government now poﬁ'eﬂ'es, de Fa&to,
no Means to prevent the Tranfport of His Majefty’s’
Troops by Sea; and it is not reafonable that it
fhould acquire the Right of doing fo by the Terms’
of an Armiftice which conveys to His Majefty no

frefh Means of impeding the future Operations of’
. o . His
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His Enemies beyond thofe which are already in His
Power, but which even concedes to- them confider-
able Advantages of which they are not now in Pof-
feffion.

It remains only to fpeak of the Alterations made
~in that Article which regards the Alhes on_both
Sides.

- His Majefty’s ~Obje£t1ons to the Form propofed
on the Part of France for this Article were detailed-
in my Anfwer to the firft Projet.

If France confiders her Allies in the Lightof in-
dependent Powers, and is in the future Negotiations -
to treat bn that Footing refpeéting her own Interefts
and theirs, it is neceﬁary that this Principle fhould
equally be adhered to in the preliminary Arrange-
ments which precede the Negotiation. It has not
appeared to His Majefty by the Communication of
any regular or official A&, that the French Go-
vernment has any Authority to treat in this Refpect
for Spain or Holland. His Majefty, on His Side,
has received no fuch Authority from His Allies
~ and it would be inconfiftent with good Faith were
He, without fuch Authority, to engage in their
. Name for an Armiftice with France ia anyother
Form than that which is ufual in fuch Cafes;
namely, that they fhall be at Liberty to accede to
the Convention if they think fit. In that Form
His Majefty is ready to admit the Article as with
refpeét to the Allies of France, and in that Form
only can He agree -to include His own Allies in -

this Engagement.
It
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If the Article were concluded in the Terms now
propofed by France, His Majefty would be bound by
the Obligations of good Faith to obferve the Armif.’
tice towards Spain and Holland, while on the other
Hand He could have no reciprocal Claim on thofe
Powers, grounded either in Juftice or in the Law
or Pra&tice of Nations. Nor could He require the
Reftitution even of a fingle Merchant Veflel cap-
tured by a Spanith or Dutch Ship of War.

Thofe Powers, if regarded by France as Inde-

pendent, cannot be bound by her A& ; and muft
be admitted as Contra&ing Parties acceding by a .
regular Diplomatic Tranfattion to the Terms of
the Armiftice, before they can be confidered as
. under any Obligation to fulfil thofe Terms.
. Thefe Confiderations are indeed fo obvious, that
it is not eafy to imagine in what View the French
Government has propofed to alter the Article from
the Form in which His Majefty had offered to con-
fent to it.

I have now only to add, that fhould the

Armiftice be concluded, His Majefty would think
it neceffary, for the Purpofe of accelerating the
Negotiation, (an Obje&t of which the French Go-
vernment has declared itfelf to be alfo very de-
. firous), to limit a Period for its Continuance be-
yond which it would not be His Majefty’s Intention,
nor would it be confiftent with the effential Interets
of his Dominions to extend it.

The Power of doing this will be referved to either

Party by the Terms of the Convention. Nor does
1 * this
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this Power refult only from the Articles as here pro-
pofed : It is equally referved to both Parties by the
Effet of the prefent French Projet; and there is,
therefore, no Neceflity for fpecifying in the Con.
vention itfelf either His Majefty’s Intention in this
_ Refpe&, or (ftill lefs) the precife Period of fuch
Limitation. ' ‘

But it may appear on His Majelty’s Part more
confiftent with that Opennefs which His Majefty is
defirous to obferve in this whole Tranfaion, that
you fhould exprefs this Intention to M. Otto in this
Stage of the Bufinefs, referving to a fubfequent
Period the formal Notification to be duly made in
His Majefty’s Name, agreeably to the Terms of the
Convention. \ . :

You are at Liberty to communicate to M. Otto
in the Courfe of your Difcuffions the Whole or any
Part of this Letter, and to allow him to take either
a Copy or fuch Extraés from it as he may with. -

(Signed) - GRENVILLE, .
Mr. Hammond. '

(No. 37.)
NOTE.

LORD Grenville prefents his Compliments to
M. Otto, and has’the Honor to fend him here-

with the official Anfwer to his Communication of

the 23d Inftant.
He
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He requefts M. Otto to accept the Affurances of
“his high Confideration.

Downing Street, Sept. 25, 1300.

(No. 38.) : -
NOTE.
IT is by no Means the With of the Britifth Go-
vernment to prolong a written Controverfy on
the Circumftances to which the firft Part of M.
Otto’s Note of the 23d Inftant principally relates :
It is however neceflary, in order to vindicate the
Accuracy of the former Statement which the Un-
'derﬁgned was dire&ted to make, that the Dates of
thole Fadts fhould, in Reply to M. Otto’s Note, be
more particularly detailed; but this will be done
without adding any freth Comment upon them.
.~ The firft Propofal made to His Majefty, on the
Part of France, for a Naval Armiftice grounded on
. that of the Continent, was dated on the 24th of
Auguft. | ~
The "Notices for terminating the Continental

Armiftice were given by the French Generals on-
the 27thand agth of Auguft; the Orders for that-

Purpofe muft therefore have been actually fent from
Paris before the 24th.

His Majefty’s Anfwer was tranfmitted by the
Underfigned to M. Otto on the 2gth, the very Day
on which the laft of the Notices was given in Ger-

many. That Anfwer referred to the Auftrian Ar- -

miltice

'
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miftice as ftill exifting ; and it was not till the 4th
of September that the firft Intimation was received
_here of the ‘Meafures taken in Germany for giving
Notice of its Termination.

With refpe@ to the Letter of M. Talleyrand to
the Baron de Thugut, to which M.Otto refers, it
was alfo dated the 24th. Auguft. The French -
Government, fo far from being at that Time en-
titled to confider His Majefty’s Intentions as hoftile
to the Re-eftablithment of a folid Syftem of Paci-
fication, was then actually in Pofleflion of the No-
tification given in His Majefty’s Name, through His
Ally, of His Readinefs to concur in immediate Ne-
gotiations for that very Purpofe.

It will be with real Pleafure that His Ma_]eﬁy will
fee the Conclufions which appeared to him to refult
from thefe Faéls difproved by the Event. The beft
Evidence which the French Government can now
give of the Sincerity of its Difpofitions for Peace,
will be found in the Facilities it may afford for ex-
pediting both the Commencement and the fuccefs-
ful Termination of that Negotiation into which.the
King and His Ally the Emperor of Germany have

-already exprefled their Willingnefs to enter, and
which can alone, by a general and comprehenfive
Arrangement of the Interefts of all the Parties con-
cerned in this extenfive War, afford to Europe the
Hope of folid and permanent Tranquillity.
~ With refpe& to the fuppofed Cafe, in which it is
ftated, that France would not agree to treat with

Auﬁna but for a feparate Peace, the Fortune of
War
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War can alone decide on the Means of realizing
fuch a Pretenfion ; but whenever it fhall be infifted
on by France, after the Experience of what has
already pafled, it will afford to all other Powers, not
a Prefumption only, but the painful and decided
Convi&ion, that the French Government has no
real Defire to put a final and conclufive Period to
the Calamities of Europe. No Man who confiders
the paft Events of this Conteft with Attention, or
who is capable of judging with Accuracy of the
prefent Situation of Affairs, can believe that if the
prefent War is to be terminated only by a Succeffion
of feparate Treaties between the different Powers
now engaged in it, any permanent or folid Bafis of.
general Tranquillity could be eftablithed.

As His Majefty has, in Compliance with M.
Otto’s Withes, authorized a proper Perfon to con-
fer with him refpe&mg the different Propofals for a
Naval Armiftice, it is unneceffary to add any Thing
here on that Subje@. This Step affords a new
Proof of His Majefty’s Difpofitions to lend himfelf
to every reafomable Facility which can contribute
to a General Pacification, and every Part of His

Majefty’s Condu& will be found conformable to
thofe Difpofitions.

Downing-Street, Sept. 25, 1800.
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(No. 39.) °
My Lord,
I HAVE the Honour to inform your Lordthip

that, in Obedience to His Majefty’s Commands
fignified to me in your Lordfhip’s Letter of Yefter-
day, I have this Morning had a Conference with
M. Otto on the Subject of the propofed Armiftice
between Great Britain and France.

Having fuggefted to M. Otto whether it might
not tend to facilitate the Difcuffion, that we fhould
read over the Counter-Projet tranfmitted by your

" Lordthip to him on the 7th of this Month, and the
‘Projet delivered by him on the 21ft in Anfwer to
it; and that I fhould ftate to him, from the In-
ftruétions which I had received from your Lord-
thip, the Objetions on the Part of His Majefty’s
Government to the feveral Articles of that Projet ;
and M. Otto having acquiefced in this Suggeftion,
we purfued regularly this Courfe of Proceeding.

As it does not appear neceffary that Ithould enter
into any Detail of the Converfation which took
place between -us on thofe Parts of the Projet which
M. Otto canceived that the French Government
would relinquith, it will be fufficient for me to ob-

. ferve on this Part of the Subje&, .

-1ft, That M. Otto conceived that the French
Government would, in, forming a. regular Con-
vention for an Armiftice, have no Objeftion to
1adopting the Preamble in the Counter-Projet in-
ftead of that which was propofed in the French
Projet. '

Downing Street, Sept. 25, 1800.

2dly, That
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2dly, That concurring in the Opinion that the
Phrafe in the 4th Article, ¢ Adpellée & jouir du Bene-

Jice de P Armiftice Continental,” might be (for the
fame Reafons which applied to particular Paffages
of the Preamble) liable to a Conftru&ion offenfive
to His Majefty’s Allies, he doubted not that the
French Government would confent to omit that
Phrafe in the 4th Article.

3dly, That he doubted not that the French Go-

. vernment would have no Difficulty in agreeing to
omit the concluding Claufe of the 3d Article, from
the Words  dou il refulte,” to the End. .

With refpeé to the Claufe in the 1t Ardcle of -
the Counter-Pro_]et, by which the Duration of the
Naval Armiftice is made to depend on the Con-
tinuance of the Continental Armiftice, M. Otto
conceived that, by allowing the Officers command-
ing the Britith Forces to recommence Hoftilities as
foon as the Ceflation of the Continental Armiftice -
fhould be fignified to them, too great a Latitude
was left to their Difcretion ; and that it therefore
feemed moft advifeable that, in that Event, the
Ceffation of the Naval Armiftice fhould be fignified
from Government to Government, as would be the
Cafe whenever, for any Reafon,” either Great
Britain or France might think it for their Intereft
that the Naval Armiftice thould ceafe. But upon
my Reprefentation of the Advantages which France,
on the one Hand, would derive from her local Po-
fition and the Facility of collefting its Forces on
any Point which it might determine to attack, and

the Delay, on the other, which would neceffarily
occur
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occur in the Receipt of the Intelligence in England
of the Rupture of the Armiftice in any diftant Part
of the Territory of her Allies, M. Otto agreed to
refer this Subjeét to future Canfideration.

‘We then proceeded to the 4th and sth Articles;
on which M. Otto remarked, that they contained
the only Points to which his Government attached
amuch Importance ; and, fuch were its Sentiments

.refpeing them, that he conceived that it would
mot confent to any Armiftice of which they did
not form a Part, With refpeét to the Calculation
of the Provifions for Malta at the Rate of 10,000
Rations per Diem, M. Otto did not fpecify any
Data on which that Calcylation was founded, but

remarked bricfly, that the Qyuantity of Rations was .

pot to be exaltly apportioned to the precife Return
of the Gamfon, but that a certain Number of Ra-
tions, in Proportion to their refpeftive Ranks,
was to be allowed to the General and Staff Officers ;
and that although a confiderable Number of the In-
habitants had been fent from the Forts occupied
by the French Troops, there ftill remained many
for whofe Wants Provifion was to be made. He
was however of Opxmon ‘that there mlght not be
much Dxﬂiculty in arranging, this Point in the Man-
ner propofed in the Counter-Projet, founded on
the Stipulations in the German Armiftice relative
to Ulm and Ingolftadt,
On the Subje& of that Part of the Fourth Article
of the French Projet, which requires that fix
Frigates fhould be allowed to fail from Toulon for

~ Egypt, and be exempted from Search, M. Otto
I , read
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read to me Part of a Difpatch from M. Talleyrand,
-expreffive of the Intereft which the whole French
Nation takes in that Part of the Army now inEgypt,
and afligning the Defire -of contributing to the
Comfort and Security of that Army as the principal
Inducement to the Conclufion of the Armiftice on
the Part of the French Government. M. Otto ad-
ded, that he would not conceal from me that the
Reinforcement which France intended to fend teo
* Egypt amounted to 1200 Men, and that the Sup-
ply of Military Stores confifted chleﬂy of 10,000
‘Mufkets. The Language of M.Otto in this Part
of our Converfation, and of M. Talleyrand’s Letter,
appeared to me to be fo decifive and peremptory,
that I was induced to inquire of him diftinétly,
_ whether { was to underftand that this Stipulation
. was a Point from which the French Government
would not recede ? M. Otto replied, that, in his
Opinion, the French Government would not reccde
~ from it.

On my adverting to the Vanauon in the sth
Article between the Counter-Projet and the French
Projet, by which the latter ftipulates, that the
French Frigates and fmaller Ships of War fhould

be allowed freely to fail from and return to the

Ports of France which have hitherto been in a State
of Blocade, M. Otto remarked, that the Motivewhich

induced the French Government to infit on this -

Claufe was the Defire of opening a fecure Mode of
Communication' between France and her diftant
Pofleflions. To this Infinuation I replied, that if

fuch was the fole Obje& which France had in view,
it

< .
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it might be as effeCually attained by the Employ-
ment of unarmed Veflels as of Ships of War. M.
Otto did not appear defirous of urging this Point
- much farther, but concluded this Part of the Con-
verfation by expreffing his Convi&ion, that the
French Government would"infift upon this Point,
and confidered itfelf as having gone to ‘the utmoft
extent of Sacrifice which could with Juftice be re-
quired from it, in confenting that the Ships of the
Line fhould not alter their Pofition. With refpe&
to that Part of the Counter-Projet which reftraine
" the Conveyance by Sea of Naval or Military Stores,
M. Otto is of Opinion that the French Govern-
ment would agree to that Reftriction. _

The 6th Article in the French Projet, although
entirely new, was not confidered by M. Otto as
likely to be infifted upon by his Government ; but
he declined giving any pofitive Opinion to that Ef-
fe&t, until he had had farther Time for the Confi-
deration of its Tendency. :

M. Otto’s principal Objetion to the Form in
which the Article marked 6 in the Counter-Projet
is worded, was founded on an Opinion, that unlefs
Great Britain and France aflumed the Right of in-

cludmg their refpeéhve Allies in the Naval Armif-
- tice, without waiting for their exprefs Concurrence
in it, much Delay would neceffarily arife, and the
two Powers (Great Britain and France) might be
involved in freth Hoftilities in confequence of either
of them deeming it expedient to attack the Allies
of the other. He afterwards intimated a Perfuafion,
that the Article might be amended by inferting a

; 12 , Claufe
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Cliufe which heuld fix a fpecific Petiod in which
the Allies of Great Britsin-or France fhould fignify
their Accefion to or Diffent from the Naval
Armiftice..

Towards the Clofe of our Converfation, M. Otto
acquainted nie that he Would ftatc to me in Writing
the Objeétions to the Counter-Projet which he had
received froth your Lordfhip, and his Obfervations
on the Objecions that had been made by me to the
Projet which he had delivered.

I have now endeavoured to give your Lordthip a
faithful Account of the Subftance of my Conference
with M. Otte.. The very ample Inftruétions with
which I was provided, and which (as I have men-
tioned in the Beginning of this Letter) I read to M.
Otto, precluded mé from adding many Obferva-
tions; and as I have promifed ‘to communicate to
that Gemtleman Extra@s of fuch Part of my In-

ftruétions as 'relate to. the 4th and sth Articles,
the two eflential Subje&s of Difference between us,

he will have the Means of retracing in his Recol-
le&ion the precife Grounds of the Objeétions to his
Propofal which have occurred to His Majefty’s Go-
vernment.

Before I couclude this Letter, I cannot avoid
mentioning, that in the Courfe of our Converfation,
M. Otto threw out the moit pomted Aflertions of

the Determination of France, in the Event of the

Naval Armiftice not being concluded, to purfue
the Courfe of her ViGories in Germany and in Italy,
and of the Facilities that the Conqueflt of Naples
and Sicily (Events which he regarded as fpeedy and

inevitable




[ 13y ]

inevitable) would afford to the French Govern-
ment of obtaining by Force thofe Objetts relative
to Egypt and Malta which it had expefed to ac- .
quire through the Naval Armiftice. Of thefe Af-
fertions, though frequently repeated, I judged it
proper to take no Notice, but to recal his Atten-
tion to the Subje& immediately under Difcuffion.
I have the Honour to be, &c.

GEO., HAMMOND.

The Right Hon. Lord Grenville.

(No. 40.)
o Hereford Street, 4 Vendemiare, An g.
* Monfieur, " (26 Sept. 1800.)
E m’emprefle de vous envoyer le Refumé des
‘Obfervations que j’ai eu ’Honneur de vous faire
fur les principaux Points conteftés ; je défire bien
fincérement que Votre Miniftére les trouve fatisfai-
fantes. Je vous prie en méme Tems de vouloir
_ bien m’adrefler, comme nous ¢n fommes convenus,
Copie des Raifonnemens auxquels répondent ces
Obfervations. _
J’ai P’Honneur d’étre avec haute Confidération,
&e. .
" (Signé)  OTTO.

M. Hammond, Sous Sécrétaire & Etat.

I3 \ -~ (TRANS-
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(TRANSLATION.)

" Hereford Street, 4 Vendemiare, Year g.
' (Sept. 26, 1800.)
Sir, '
T LOSE no Time in fending you the Subftance of
the Obfervations which T had the Honor of
making to you upon the principal contefted Points 3
I moft fincerely with that your Miniftry may think
them fatisfatory. I beg of you, at the fame Time,
to have the Goodnefs to addrefs to me, as was
agreed upon between us, a Copy of the Reafonings
to which thefe Obfervations are in Anfwer. I -
" have the Honor, &c. ' )

(Signed) OTTO.

"+ Mr. Hammond,

(No. 41.)

LLE Citoyen Otto n’ayant trouvé dans les Obfer-
" vations qui lui ont &t faites par Monf. Ham-
mond, que trois Objets qui lui paroiffent réellement
de Nature 3 retarder la Conclufion de I’Armiftice
propofé, s’eft refervé de lesprendre en Confidération

et d’y repondre par écrit.
Aprés avoir murement reflechie fur le Bit de la
Tréve Maritime fur la Pofition aGtuelle de la France.
1* , et
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et de fes Ennemis, fur P'Influence que cette Négo-
ciation doit avoir a 'Egard de la Pacification Géné.
rale, il doit faire fur les Points conteftés les Obfer-
vations fuivants :

1. L’Article 4, en accordant dix milles Rations
par Jour i la Garnifon de Malthe, n’a pas feule-
ment en Vue les Troupes effe&tives de la Républi-
que, mais toutes les Perfonnes attachées i la Garni-
fon, et méme les Habitans de la Place. - Le Citoyen
Otro ne croit pas qu'il foit poffible’ de diminuer
cette Quantité, cependant pour écarter autant que
poflible ’Objection qui lui a été faite, et pour fe -
rapprocher de plus en plus de la Fagon de voir du
Gouvernement Anglals, il confent 2 borner cette
Evaluation au premier Mois, Delai néceflaire pour
donner aux Commiffaires refpetifs la Facilité de
convenir de la Quotité fuffifante pour I'Entretien
de la Garnifon & de la Place.

Le fecond Point renfermée dans l’Artche 4 tou-
chant PExpedition  libre de Six Frégates pour
PEgypte paroit avoir donné plus d’Inquiétude en-
core que le Précédent, il a été ’Objet d’une Dil-
cuffion plus animée. A cet Egard le Citoyen Otto
ne peut s’empécher d’obferver de nouveau, que fi
le Gouvernement Francois a propofé d’aflimiler les
Places d’Egypte a celles d’Ulm et Ingolitadt, il n’a
pl le faire, et il ne I’a fait effeCtivement que par
PAnalogie qu’il y a entre ces Places 3 ’Egard du
Blocus; car fous tout autre Rapport la Comparai-
fon eut été inexalte. En Effet Perfonne n’ignere

que les Places d’Egypte ne font pas comme Ulm ec
I4 . Ingolftadt
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Ingolftadtdans le Cas d"étre approvifionées, puifqu’on

ne fauroit les empécher de tirer des Pays environ-
nans toutes les Subfiftances qui leur font néceflaires ;
que d’ailleurs ces Places ne font pas tellement blo-
quées qu’Elles puiffent tomber -facilement au Pou-
voir des Ennemis. On n’a donc pit entendre par
cette Comparaifon que I’Intention de faire accorder
a ces Places bloquées par les Forces Ennemis, des
Avantages analogues i ceux qui ont été accordés
aux Places d’Allemagne, et ces Avantages ne peu-
vent étre determinés que par les Stipulations fpeci-
ales de la Convention qu’il s’agit de conclure. Le
Paffage libre de Six Frégates ne fauroit ajouter con-
fiderablement 3 la Défenfe de I’ Armie d’Egypte; il
fervira feulement a prouver a cette Armée que le
Gouvernement Frangois s’occupe defon Sort, jufq’ui
ce qu’il puiffe étre définitivement fixé par un Traitd
de Paix. En fe rappelant les Circonftances qui ont
fuivi la Capitulation fignée par Sir Sidney Smith, le
Citoyen Otto ne fauroit fe convaincre de I'Incon-
venance d’un pareil Arrangement rélativement i la
Porte, et il voit 3 Regret que les Obfervations qui
Lui ont été faites par Mon{. Hammond ne lui pré.
fentent aucun Motif fuffifant pour renoncer i cette
Demande, dont le Succés peut feul établir une Sorte
d’ Analogie entreles Places d’Egypte et celles d'Ulm
et d’Ingolftadt.

2. L’Article 5 du nouveau Projet différe fous
plufieurs Rapports de celui du Contre-Projet da
Miniftére Bntanmque mais il différe bien plus
encore du premier Projet que le Citoyen Otto a en

PHonneur
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PHonneur de remettre, er ce qu'il admet quaucim

-Vaifleau de Ligne actuellement mouillé daris les

Ports de Breft et de Toulon ne pourra en fortir
pendant la Durée de I’Armiftice. .Ie Gouverne-
ment Frangois penfe que, furtout dans la Saifoh
aCtuelle, cette Conceflion va auffi loin qu’Elle peut
aller, et qu’en admettant qu*aucun Navire arméne
fortira des dits Ports, ils lailleroient ces Ports réel-
lement dans le méme Etat ou ils fe trouvent dans
ce Momerit-ci, méme dans un Etat moins favora-
ble, puifque le Moment n'eft peut-étre pas bien
€loigné o les Fofces Britanniques n’empechéront
'pas ces Vaiffeaux de fortir. Tout ce que le Gitoyen

- Otto poutra accorder #I’Egard de cet Article, c’eft

qu’aucune Munition navale ne puiffe étre importée
par Mer dans les Ports de Toulon et de Breft, mais
il doit infifter que lés Frégates et Corvettes puiffentt
en fortir Hbrement. Si cette Conceflion donne
Ia France I’ Avantage de esnmuniquef efficacement
avec fes Colonies, il eft I’Equivalent d¢ celui que
PAngléterre rétire de I’Armiftice pour fon Com-
merce, qui, 3 'Ombre de cette Conventioh, pourra
fe porter dans toutes les Parties du Monde fan3
étre inquiété par les Corfaires Frangois. -

-Que -fi. 'on vouleit encore en appeller i une
Comparaifon entre PArmiftice Continental et la
Tréve Maritime, cette Comparaifon feroit enticre-
ment au Défavantage de la France. Sur le Conti.
nent, les Armées Frangoifes et Autrichiennes jouif-
fent réciproquement de la méme Liberté de prendre
en de ¢i de la Ligne de Démarcation les Pofitions

qu
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qui leur paroifient les plus avantageufes; par I’Ar-
miftice Maritime au contraire, I’Angleterre con-
ferve feule le Droit de difpofer de fes Efcadres tandis
que les Vaifleaux de Ligne Francois reftent dans
leurs Ports, et ne peuvent entrer dans aucune-
Combination hoftile contre la Grande Bretagne.

3. L’Article 6 du nouveau Projet :touchant les
Troupes Angloifes qui pourront étre debarquées en
Italie, a été confideré comme une Prétenfion nou-
velle de la France, puifqu’elle n’en avait fait aucune
Mention dans fon premier Projet ; mais cette Pré-
tenfion (fi Elle peut-étre appellée ainfi) n’eft que la
Suite naturelle d’une Conceflion également nouvelle
faite par la France, en offrant de comprendre dans
1Armiftice les Alliés de la Grande Bretagne. Il
feroit en Effet impoffible de faire jour le Roi de Na-
ples des Avantages de cette Tréve, et lui laiffer én
méme Tems la Faculté de fe renforcer et de pre-

- parer de nouveaux Moyens d’Attaque contre la
- République. -

Le Cxtoyen Ot dmt fe bomer i ces Obferva-
tions qui lui paroiffent le plus importantes. D’autres
Obje&ions qui lui ont été faites, et qui ne portent
en grande Partie que fur la Réda&tion de la Con.
vention projetée, pourront étre facilement lévées.

(TRANS.
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(TRANSLATION.)

TIZEN Otto having obferved, in the Remarks
made to him by Mr. Hammond, three Pgints
only which appear to him to be really of a Nature
to retard the Conclufion of the propofed Armiftice,
referved them for future Conﬁderat:on, and an
Anfwer in Writing.

After having maturely refleted upon the Obje& -

of the Maritime Truce, upon the a&tual Pofition of
France and of her Enemies, upon the Influence
which this Negociation muft have with regard to a

general Pacification, he feels it his Duty to make

the followmg Obfervanons upon the difputed
Points: ' -

1. The fourth Article, in granting 10,000 Ra-
tions per Diem to the Garrifon of Malta, has not
only in view the effe&tive Troops of the Republic,
but all the Perfons attached to the Garrifon, and
even' the Inhabitants of the Place. The Citizen
Otto does not think that it is pofiible to diminith
that Quantity ; neverthelefs, in order to remove,
as much as poffible, the Objection which has been
ftated to him, and to accommodate himfelf as
much as poffible to the Manner in which rhe Sub-
jeét is viewed by the Englith Government, he con.
fents to limit that Eftimate to the firft Month, a
Period neceffary to affordto the refpetive Commif-
faries, the Means of agreeing upon the Amount

which,
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which may be neceffary for the Support of the Gar-
rifon of the Place.

The fecond Point contained in the 4th Article,
refpecting the Liberty of difpatching fix Frigat‘es to
Egypt, appears to have given ftill more Useafiefd
than the preceding one, . and has given rife to a
more animated Difcuffion. * Upon this Subje@ Ci
tizen Otto cannot avoid again remarking, that, if
the French Government propofed to aflimilate the
Places in Egypt to thofe of Ulm and Ingolftadt, it
could only do fo, and has in Truth only done fo,
from the Analogy that there is between thefe Places
with refpe& to the Blockade; for, in every other .
Refped, the Comparifon is inexa&; in fa&, No-
body is ignorant that the Places of Egypt are not,
like Ulm and Ingolftadt, in Want of being-vifzal-
led, fince they cannot be prevented from drawing
from the furrounding Couatries all the Subfiftence
they require; that, befides, thofe Plices. are not
blockaded in fuch a Manget as to make it probable
that they fhould fall into the Hands of the Enemies,
By that Comparifon therefore it could only be
meant that there fhould be granted to the Places
blockaded by the Forces of the Enemics, Advan-
tages analogous to thofe which have been granted to
the Places in Germany, which Advantages .can
only be afcertained by the fpecial Stipulations of
the Convention which it is propofed to conclude.
The free Paffage of fix Frigates canhot.add any
confiderable Strength to the Army of Egypt; it
will only ferve to prove to that Army that the

I French
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Fronch Government takes an Interelt $n Gis Fate,
wauil it fiall be ddﬁmtmdy fettled by a Treaty of
Peace. In reviewing the Circumftances which have
followed the Capitulation figned by Sir Sidney
Hmith, Citizen Otto .cannot perceive the Impro-
priety of fuch an:Arrangement, relatively to the
" Rorte, and he fces with Regret that the Obfervations
© Jnade ¢o him by Mr. Hlammoand do nat ofter any
adequate Motive.for relinquithing thax Demand;
the Acquiefcence in which can alone eftablith any
Kind of -Analogy between the Places of Egypt and
thofe of Ulm and Ingolftadt.

2. The fifth Article of the new Projet differs.i m
feveral Refpe@s from that of the Caunter-Projet
of the Britith, meﬂryv, but it differs'much moge
ftill .from the Firft Projet ‘which Citizen Otto had
the Hongr of prefenun_g, inafmuch as-it. admm
that no Ship of the Line -now at Anchor in the
Ports of Breft and Toulon, thall go out -thereof
during the ‘Continuance of the Armiftice.' - The
French Government is of Opmton that this Con-
ceffion, and more efpecially in the.prefent Seafom,
goes as far as it can go; and-that by admitting that
no armed Vefle] thould go out of the faid Ports,
they would leave thofe Ports really in the  fame
State in which they are at prefent; indeed in a
State even lefs favourable, fince the Timé is per-
haps not far off. when the Britith Forces will not
prevent thofe Veflels from going out. All that
-Citizen Otto can concede, with regard to this Ar-®

ncle, is, that no Naval Stores fhall be imported by
Sea
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Seainto the Ports of Toulon and Breft ; but hie muft
infilt upon the free Egrefs of Frigates and Sloope.
If this Conceffion give to France the Advantage of
an effetual Communication with her Colonies, it
is an Equivalent to that derived from this Armiftice
to tht Commerce of England ; which under the

_Protection of this Convention can extend itfelf to
all Parts of the World, mthout being molefted by
French Privateers.

That, befides if a Reference were made to the
Comparifon between the Continental Armiftice and
the Maritime Truce, that Comparifon would be
found to be entirely to the Difadvantage of France.
Upon the Continent, the French and Auftrian
Armies reciprocally enjoy the fame Liberty of tak-
ing, within the Line of Demarcation, thofe Pofi-
tions which appear moft advantageous to them :
By the Maritime Armiftice, on the contrary, En-
gland preferves alone the Right of difpofing of her
Squadrons, whilft the French Ships of the Line
‘vemain in their Ports, and cannot enter into any
Hoftile Combination againft Great Britain.

3. The fixth Article of the new Projet, refpeét-
ing the Englith Troops which may be allowed to
land inItaly, has been confidered as a new Preten-

" fion on the Part of France, fince the had made no

Mention of ‘it in her firft Projet; but this Preten-
fion (if it can be called {o) is only the natural Con-
fequence of a Conceflion alike new, made by France,

“ in offering to include in the Armiftice the Allies of

- Great
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Great"Britain. It would indeed: be impoflible to
allow the King of Naples to enjoy Advantages from
this Truce, and to leave him alfo the Power of re-
inforcing and of preparing frefh Means of Atmck

againft the Republic.

Citizen Otto confines himfelf to thefe Obfet.

vations which he deems of moft Importance.

Other Objetions which have been made, and which -

in great Meafure relate to the Form of drawing
up the propofed Convention, might be eaﬁly
obviated. ,

[}

. 37 '
(No. 42.)
: - NOTE.

. Downing Street, Sept. 26, 1800,

M R. Hammond is direted to 'acquaint M. Otto

that the Obfervations contained in his Note
this Day received by Mr. Hammond, have been
laid before His Majefty’s G&vernment.

The King’s Servants regret .that- M. Otto’s In.
firu@ions are not fufficiently extenfive to enable
him to furnith the Means of Accommodation on
thofe Points which prevent the Conclufion of a

Naval Armiftice.

The only Obje&t which His Majefty has hadin -

View in this Difcuffion has been repeatedly ftated,

,as_well as thofe Confiderations which appear to
- Him

. ————— ——
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@im neceffarily to Bmit the Extent of the Concel-
dions wlnchn'ispoﬁble ﬁtl‘limtomakemthss
Rebe&. o
-t is not conceived that any Advantage can arife
from a new Statement of the fame Topics, efpe-
" didlly as it is ndt doubted that M. Otto in his Re-
post of the different Arguments ftated by Mr.
iHammond in their Conference, will bring. them
3n the fullef Manner under the Confideration .of
this Government. In .offering thefe Congeflions, .
His Majefty has given a ftrong Proof of his Wil-
lingnefs to make a confiderable Sacrifice of the
-particular Interefts of this Country in order to fa-
cilitate thofe Negotiations for General Peace in
which He has exprefled His Readinefs to concur.
He ftill perfeveres in the fame Difpofiticns, -and
will be willing to jein.in any proper Steps to be
taken for that Purpofe. )

‘M.'Oﬂl.
£No. 43.) ~ :
: . . Hereford Street, le 6:Vendemiaire,
(285¢pt .1800.)
Monﬁeur,

"Al recli la Note, que vous m’avez fait l’Honneur
de m’adrefler le 26, et _]e me fuis empreflé d’en

tranfmet{re le Contenu i mon Gouvernement,
- de
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de méme que les Obfervations renfermées dans la
Pi¢ce que j’ai 'Honneur de vous renvoyer ci-
jaintc )

Le Miniftére de Sa Majefté a rendu Juflice 3 mes
Intentions en {e perfuadant que j’enverrois en France
un Compte detaillé et exa& de la Converfation que.
j'ai eu ’Honneur d’entretenir avec vous. Je n’ai
rien negligé pour faire connditre au Premier Con-
ful toute ’Etendue des Obfervations que vous avez
été chargé de me communiquer. Quelque foit le
Refultat de cette Tentative des deux Gouverne-
mens de retablir ia Tranquillité générale de I’Eu-
rope, je dois me féliciter d’avoir été prés du Mini-
ftére de Sa Majefté I’Organe des Difpofitions paci-
fiques de la France, & d’avoir été chargé de tranf-
mettre 3 mon Gouvernement I’Affurance des Dif-
pofitions également conciliantes de Sa Majefté.

Jai PHonneur d’étre avec la plus haute Con«
fidération, ) ,

- Monfieur, &c.

(Signé) OTTO.
M. Hammond, Sous Sécrétaire d Etat.

v

K (TRANS-
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(TRANSLATION.)

Hereford Street, 6 Vendemizire.
(Sept. 28, 1800.)
Sir, ,
IHAVE received the Note, which you did me

the Honor to addrefs to me on the 26th, and I

loft no Time in forwarding the Contents to my
Government ; and allo the Obfervations contained
in the Piece which I have now the Honor to return
inclofed. '
" His Majefty’s Miniftry has done Juftice to my In-
tentions, in being perfuaded that I would fend to
France a detailed and exaét Account of the Con-
verfation which I had the Honor of having with
you. 1 have done every Thing in my Power to
make the Firft Conful acquainted with the whole
Extent of the Obfervations which you were direct-
ed to communicate to me. .

Whatever may be the Refult of this Attempt of
the two Governments to re-eftablifh the general
Tranquillity of Europe, I ought to congratulate
myfelf for having been, to the Miniftry of His
Majefty, the Organ of the pacific Difpofitions of
France ; and for having been charged to tranfmit
to my Government the Aflurance of the equally
conciliatory Difpofitions of His Majefty. I have
the Honor to be with the higheit Confideration,

(Sigaed)  OTTO.
To Mr. Hammond, UnderSecretary of State.

(No. 44.)
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(No. 44.)
Hereford Street, 14 Vendemiaire, An g.
(6 O&. 1800.) .
- Monfieur,
MONSIEUR George n’étant pas encore de re.
tour, j’ai 'Honneur de m’adrefler ditectement
i vous pour vous demander une Entrevue dans
Park-Place, ou dans tout autre Endroit que vous
jugerez a propos de defigner.
Jai 'Honneur d’étre, &c.

(Signé)  OTTO.
M. Hammond, Sous Sécrétaire & Etat.

(TRANSLATION.)

Hereford Street, 14 Vendemiaire, Year g
o (O&. 6, 1800.)
Sir, ., ' '
R. George net being yet returned, I have the
Honor to addrefs myfelf direétly to you, to re-
queft that you will meet me in Park-Place, or in any
other Place which you fhall think proper t to appoint.
I have the Honor to be, &c.
(Signed)  OTTO.
Mr. Hammond.
K 3 (No. 45.)
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(No. 45.)

Sir, Downing Street, O&. 8, 1800,
N endeavouring to make, for the Information of

His Majefty’s Minifters, as accurate a Reprefen-
tation as I could of the Purport of the Communt-

cation which you Yefterday made to me verbally,
I have felt fo much Anxiety left, .in an Affair of
fuch Importance, there ‘thould be:any Mif-ftate-
ment on- my Part of what you faid;-that I cannot
help exprefling to you my earneft Defire that you
would fend me a written Minute of the Subftance
of this Anfwer in the fame Manner as has been
done in all the other Stages of this  Difcuffion.

I have the Honor to be, &c.
(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND.

M. Otto.
" (No. 46.)
Hereford Street, le 16 Vendemiaire, An g.
(8 O&. 1800.)
Monfieur,

J’AI recii la Lettre que vous m’avez fait "Honneur
de m’adrefler ce Matin pour me demander la
Subftance par Ecrit de la Communication que j’ai
€té chargé de vous faire, vique I'Importance de
PObjet dont il s’agit vous fait craindre de n’avoir

pas
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pas complétement faifi le Sens de cette Communica-
tion. Je m’emprefle en conféquence de vous en
adrefler le Refumé, ,

Les derniéres Notes echangés et plufieurs Evéne-
mens importans, qui ont completement changé les
Bafes fur lefquelles devoit s’etablir I’ Armiftice pro-
pofé, ayant mis un Terme a la Négociation entamée
j’ai eu Honneur de vous informer, que nonobftant
les Circonftances qui s’oppofent i la Conclufion
d’une Tréve Maritime, le Premier Conful eft inva-
riablement difpofé 3 regevoir les Ouvertures qui
pourront étre relatives i une Négociation particu-
licre entre la France et la Grande Bretagne, et que
le Mode d’une pareille Ouverture dépend enti¢re-
ment du Choix de Sa Majefté ; que lorfque le Roi
jugera a propos d’envoyer pour cet Effet un Pléni-
potentiaire a Paris, je fuis autorifé non feulement &
y confentir, mais 3 lui remettre le Pafleport nécéf-
faire : Que fi d’une autre C6té Sa Majefté préfere
- que les Négociations préliminaires foient entamées
3 Londres il me fera envoyé pour cet Effet des
Pouvoirs fpeciaux. ' '

Jai P'Honneur d’étre avec une haute Confi-
dération,

Monfieur, &c.
(Signé¢)  OTTO.

M. Hammond, Sous Sécrétaire & Etat.

: X3 (TRANS-

[y
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. (TRANSLATION.)

Hereford Street, 16 Vendemiaire, Year g.
(O&. 8, 1Boo.)

Sir, '
IHAVE received the Letter which you did me
the Honor to addrefs. to me this Morning, re-
‘quefting that I would acquaint you in Writing with
the Subftance of the Communication which I have
been dire@ted to make to you, the Importance of
the Obje& to which it relates rendering you appre-
henfive left you fhould not completely have feized
the Meaning of the Communication, I haften

therefore to tranfmit the Subftance of it to you.
The laft Notes which were exchanged, and fe.
veral important Events, which have completely
changed the Bafis upon which the propofed Ar-
miftice was to have been eftablithed, having put
an End to the Negonatlon on Foot, T had the
Honor to inform you, that notwithftanding the
- Circumftances which are oppofed to the Conclufion
of a Maritime Truce, the Firft Conful is invariably
difpofed to receive any Overtures relative to a fe-
parate Negotiation between France and Great Bri-
tain, and that the Mode of fuch Overture entirely
depends upon the Option of His Majefty: That
when the King fhall think proper to fend for that
Purpofe a Plenipotentiary to Paris, I am autho-
rized not only to confent to it, but to deliver to
him the neceflary Paflport.—That if on the con-
trary
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erary His Majeﬁy'ﬂzould prefer that the prelimi-
pary Negotiations fhould be begun at Landon,
{pecial Powers will be fent to me for that Purpofe.

I have the Honer, &c.
(Signed)  OTTO.
Myr. Hammeond.

(No. 47.)
Sir, " Downing Street, O&. 9, 1800.

IHAVE the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt

of your Letter of Yefterday’s Date; and I
am direted in return to acquaint you, ,

That His Majefty’s Government entirely agrees
in the Opinion there exprefled, that all further
Difcuffion of the Terms of a Naval Armiftice
would be fuperfluous, as the only Obje& which it
was propofed to His Majefty to fecure by fuch an
Arrangement has in the mean Time been made
the Ground of feparate Sacrifices required from
his Ally. _

With refpet to the Propofal of opening Nego-
tiations for a feparate Peace, His Majefty, retain-
ing always the fincere Defire which he has uni-
formly expreﬂ'ed for the Reftoration of General
Tranquillity in Europe, muft at the fame Time
renew his former Declarations of an invariable

K 4 Determi-
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Determination to execute with Punctuality and
good Faith his Engagements with his Allies ; and
muft therefore fteadily decline to enter into any
Meafures tending to feparate his Interefts from
thofe of the Powers who fhall continue to make
Common Caufe with him in the Profecution of
the War,

I am, &c. ‘ ,
. (Signed) = GEO. HAMMOND,
M. Otte. :
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- APPENDIX.

A,

Extrait d’une Note du Baron de Thugut 2 Monfieur
. Talleyrand, en Date du Vienne, le 11 Aofit 1800.

L’EMPEREUR m’a ordonné, Monfieur, de faire
parvenir au Premier Conful, par votre Ca-

nal, Plnvitation pour I’Affemblée immédiate de
Plénipotentiaires refpe&ifs, qui de bonne Foi et
avec Zele s’occupent a concerter, fous le moindre
Délal poffible, les Moyens du Rétabliffement de la
"Tranquillité gcnerale, aprés lequel ’'Europe fouf-
frante foupire vainement depuis fi long Tems ; Sa
Majefté ofe fe flatter de trouver dans cette Mefure
le prompt Accompliffement de fes Voeux pacifiques
d’autant plus firement, que le Roi de la Grande
Brétagne, forr Allié, vient de lui faire déclarer
qu’il eft prét i concourir de fon C6té aux mémes
Négociations, ainfi qu’il confte par la Copie ci-
jointe de la Note Officielle remife ici par Lord Min.
to, Envoyé Extraordinaire et Miniftre Plénipoten-
sidire de Sa Majefté Britannique. 1l ne sagit
. dong
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donc plus que du Choix du Lieu pour la Réunion
des Plénipotentiaires, dont il fera fans Doute fa-
cile de convenir, et pour lequel Sa Majefté penfe
qu’ifin de faciliter les Communications des Pléni-
potentiaires avec leurs Gouvérnemens refpedtifs,
il ferait a-propos de préférer un ‘Point 3-peu-prés
central, tel que Sheleftat, Luneville, &c. ou tel
autre Endroit, fur lequel pour gagner du Tems, le
Gouvernement Frangais pourrait s’entendre directe-
ment avec le Gouvernement Britannique. D’apres
Ja Déclaration que j’ai ’Honneur de tranfmettre
ici 3 votré Excellence d’Ordre exprés de Sa Ma-
jefté, et d’apreés les Difpofitions également paci-
fiques de Sa Majeft¢ Britannique, il ne dépendra
déformais que du Gouvernement Frangais d’accélé-
rer ’heureux Moment qui doit rendre le Repos i
VEurope fi cruellement déchirée par une Guerre
deftru&tive. : :

~ (Signé)  Baronde THUGUT,
M. T‘”‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂdq

(TRANSY
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A.

(TRANSLATION.)

’ Extra& of a Note from Baron Thugut to M., Tal«
leyrand, dated Vienna, the 11th Auguft 1800, ‘

HE Emperor has ordered me, Sir, to convey

to the Firlt Conful, through your Channel,
the Invitation for the immediate Meeting of thq
refpetive Plenipotentiaries, who with good Faith

" and Zeal are occupied in concerting, with as little
Delay as poffible, the Means of re-eftablifhing ge-
neral Tranquillity, after which fuffering Europe
has long fighed in vain ; His Majefty flatters Him-
felf, that through that Meafure His pacific Withes
will be fpeedily accomplifhed with the more Cer«
tainty, becaufe the King of Great Britain, His Ally,
has juft caufed it to be declared to Him that He is
ready, on His Part, to concur in the fame Negotia-
tions, as it appears by the enclofed Copy of the
- Official Note delivered, here by Lord Minto, His
Britannic Majefty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Mi-
nifter Plenipotentiary. 1t only remains, therefore,
to agree upon the Place at which the Plenipoten-
tiaries fhall meet, whlch will doubtlefs be eafily
fettled. In order to ‘faejlitate the Intercourfe of
the Plenipotentiarigs with thejr refpe&we Govern-
ments, His Majefty thinks that it would be advi-
fable to give the Preference ta fome Place nearly
central, fuch as Schelftat, Lunevxlle, &c. or fome

. other
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other with refpe& to which, in Order to fave Time,
the French Government might come to an Under-
ftanding diretly with the Britith Government.
According to the Declaration which, by His Ma-
]eﬁy s exprefs Order, I have now the Honor to
tranfmit to your Excellency, and according to the
equally pacific Difpofitions which His Britannic
Majefty has teftified, it will henceforward depend
upon the French Government alone to accelerate
the happy Moment of the Reftoration of Repofe
to Europe fo cruelly mangled by a deftru&tive
War.

(Signed)  Baron de THUGUT

M. Talleyrand.

B.

E Soufligné Envoyé Extraordinaire et Miniftre
Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majefté Britannique n’a

pas manqué de tranfmettre 3 fa Cour toutes les
Communications qui lui ont été faites d*Ordres de
FEmpereur par Son Excellence Monfieur le Baron
de Thugut, relativement aux Correfpondences
qui ont eu Lieu entre Sa Majefté I’'Empereur et le
Gouvernement Frangais, fur desOuvertures dePaix.

Le Soufligné s’eft trouvé en confequence chargé
de
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de temoigner la Satisfation qu’a donnée 2 Sa Ma-
jelté cette Marque de Confiance dela Part de Sa
Majefté Imperiale et Royale. Le Souffigné ne dif-
fere pas, d’apres les Autorifations qu’il vient de re-
.cevoir, de declarer que Sa Majefté Britannique,
defirant donner 3 ’Empereur et 3 toute ’Europe
les Preuves les plus evidentes de fon Union par-
faite et cordiale avec Sa Majefté Imperiale et Roy-
ale, et du Prix qu’Elle attache i la Confervation
conftante du Concert et de I'Amitié intime qui
font fi heureufement établis entre leurs Couronnes
et leurs Peuples, eft difpofée 2 concourir avec I’ Au-
triche aux Négotiations qui pourront avoir Lieu
pour une Pacification Générale, et i envoyer fes
Plenipotentiaires pour traiter de la Paix de Concert
avec Sa Majefté Imperiale et Royale, auffitot que
PIntention du Gouvernement Frangais d’entrer en
Négociation avec Sa Majefté Britannique lui fera
~ connue. '
Le Souflign¢ faifit avec Empreflement cette
Occifion de renouveller a Son Excellence les Aflu.
rances de fa Confidération la plus diftinguée.

(Signé)  MINTO.
" Vienne, ce g d’Aoiit 180c0.

(TRANS-
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B.

" (TRANSLATION.)

HE Underfigned, His Britannic Majefty’s

Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter Pleipotén-
tiary, did not fail to tranfmit to his Court all the
Communications which have been made to him
by the Emperor’s Dire@ion, by his Excellency
Baron Thugut, telative to the Correfpondence
which has taken place between His Majefty the

Emperor and the French Government refpecing-

Overtures for Peace. The Underfigned has in
confequence been direfted to intimate the Satiss
faction which His Majefty has received from this
Mark of Confidence on the Part of His Imperial
and Royal Majefty. The Underfigned does not
delay, after the Authority which he has juft re.
ceived, to declare that His Britannic Majefty, de.
. firous at all Times of giving to the Eitperor and
to all Europe the cleareft Proofs of His perfet arid
cordial Union with His Imperial and Royal Ma.
jefty, and of the Value which he attaches to the

conftant Prefervation of the intimate Concert and .

Friendfhip which are fo happily eftablithed between

their Crowns and their Subjeds, is difpofed to-

concur with Auftria in the Negotiations which
may take place for a general Pacification, and to
fend His Plenipotentiaries to treat for Peace in
Concert with His Imperial and Royal Majefty, as
foon as the Intention of the French Government

' to
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to -entef into a Negotiation with His Britanni¢
Mgjefty fhall be khown to Him.
The Underfigned eagerly feizes this Occafion of
renewing to his Excellency the Affurance of his
moft diftinguifhed Confideration. -

(Signed) MINTO.
Vienria, Aug. g, 1800.

C.

Kleber Général en Chef, Commandant P’Armée
Frangaife en Egypte, 4 fon Excellence le Cai-
" makam de la Sublime Porte, Illuftre parmi les
" Grands, Eclairés et Sages; que Dieu lui donne

une longue Vie pleine de Gloire et de Bonheur.

" Salut et Amitié.
VOTRE Excellence a fans Doute été informée
de la Marche et du Réfultat des Négociations
que j'avais conclues avec Son Alteffe le Supréme
Vizir Youflef Pacha; et d’aprés les Affurances
qui m’en ont été données par des Perfonnes de¢ °
Marque de votre Nation, je dois penfer que le
Traité d’El-Arith a obtenu I’Approbation de Sa
Majeflté PEmperor Selim IL  Plufieurs Articles de
ce Traité avaient déja requ leur Execution, et
I’Armée Frangaife particuliérement rempliffoit avee
Fidélité fes Engagemens.

. Yetais fur le Point d’évacuer le Caire, lorfque je
“requs de Lord Keith, Commandant en Chef la
Flotte Anglalfe dans la Mediterrannée, une Lettre,
qul excxta la Surprife et furtout l’Indlgnanon de

tous
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tous les Francais. J’en joins ici-la Copie: cet
Ecrit, qui fuppofe P’Ignorance abfolue de ma Po-
fition, et I’Oubli de ce qu’on doit a fes Allies,
rendait illufoires non feulement la Convention
d’El-Arith, mais encore toute Efpéce de Traité
que je pourrais 4 I’avenir conclure avec la Sublime
Porte; i ’Egard ‘des Conditions injurieufes que

cette Lettre renferme, votre Excellence compren-.
" dra facilement que I’Armée Frangaife en Egypte ne

peut jamais fe trouver dans le Cas d’y foufcrire.

. Javais fait Part de ces Obfervations au Supréme
Vizir, et je luis propofais de différer ’Evacuation
de Caire jufqu’a ce que cette Difficulté inattendue
fut levée. Je ne pouvais demander une Garantie
plus modérée de I’Execution de nos Conventions ;
Son Altefle s’y eft refufée, et Elle a préféré
d’abandonner au Hafard d’une Bataille la Poflef-
fion d’un Pais qui luiétoit toute affurée. Cette
Bataille a eu Lieu 29 Ventofe, et le Ciel, proté-
geant la Juftice de ma Caufe; m’a donné la Vic-
toire. Cependant le Défir fincére que j'ai tou-
jours eu de rétablir les Liens d’ Amitié et d’Intérét
qui ent uni pendant tant de Siccles les Deux Na-
tions, n’eft point altéré par cet Evénement. La
Sublime Port me trouvera encore difpof€  la remet-
tre en Pofleflion de PEgypte aux Conditions ftipu-
les a El-Arifh, fauf quelques Modifications, que
les Circonftances actuelles ont rendu neceffaires.
Ainfi une nouvelle Eﬂ'uﬁon de Sang ferait abfolu-
ment fans Objet, et une Négociation regulxcte, et

dont l’EEet ne ferait pas a té par des Ordres im-
prévus,
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prévus, rendtait 3 ’Empire Ottoman des Provinces
que l'on s’efforcerait inutilement de nous enlever
par. la Voie des Armes. Si votre Excellence par-

tage ces Sentimens de Paix ct de Concorde, elle

les fera connaitre 3 Sa Majeté I'Empereur
Selim II. et fans Doute elle en obtiendra, ’Ordre
de renouer, fans Délai, des Conférences qui nous
- conduiront au But que nous avons un égal défir
d’atteindre. Je prie votre Excellence de croire i la
haute Confideration que j’ai pour Elle.

(L.S)) (Signé)  KLEBER.

" Du Caire, le (10 Avril) 20 Germinal, An 8 de

la République Francaife, repondant au 14
du Mois de la Lune Zyfkadé I’An de 'Egyre
1214.

C.

(TRANSLATION.)

General Kleber, Commander in Chief of the
French Army in Egypt, to his Excellency the
- Caimakam of the Sublime Porte, Illuftrious
amongft the Great, the Enlightened, and the
- Wife; may God grant to him a long Life, full
. of Glory and of . Happinefs.

Health and Friendfhip.

OUR Excellency has, without Doubt, been

‘informed of the Progrefs and Refult of the .
Negotiations which I have concluded with his-

Highnefs the Supreme Vizir Youflef Pacha; and

~according to the Affurances to that Effe& which I
: L have
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have received from Perfons of Diftinétion of your
Nation, I have Reafon to think, that the Treaty
of El:Arith has obtained the Approbation of Hxs
Majefty the Emperor Selim the Second.

Several Articles of this Treaty had already been
executed, and the French Army in particular was
faithfully fulfilling its Engagements.

I was upon the Point of evacuating Cairo, when
I received from Lord Keith, Commander in Chief
of the Englifh Fleet in the Mediterranean, a Letter,
which excited the Surprife, and above all, the
Indignation of all the French. I herewith annex
a Copy of it: This Paper, which evinces the moft

“perfect Ignorance of my Situation, and the Neglec

of every Thing due to Allies, rendered illufory
not only the Convention of El-Arifh, but alfo of
every Kind of Treaty which- I might thencefor-
ward conclude with the Sublime Porte. With:
regard to the injurious Conditions contained in
that Letter, your Exeellency will keadily perceive,
that the French Army ip Egypt can'never be res
duced to fubfcribe to them. ’

I bad communicated thefe Obfervanons to the
Grand Vizir, and I propofed to him'ta poftpone
the Evacuation of Cairo until this unexpeéted Dif-
ficulty fhould be removed. I could not demand a
more moderate Pledge of the Execution of our
Conventiens ; his Excellency refufed to confent to
this Propofal, and chofe rather to expofe to the
Fate of a Battle, the Poflefion of a Country
which was abfolutely affured to him. This Battle
took Place on the 2gth of Ventofe, and Heaven,

protelting
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‘proteiting the Juftice of my Caufe, conferred Vic.
tory on me. Neverthelefs, the fincere Defire
which I have always Had, to re-eftablifh the Ties
of Friendfhip and of Intereft, which, during fo-
many Centuries, have united the Two Nations, is
not altered by that Event. The Sublime Porte
will ftill find me difpofed to deliver up to him the
Pofleflion of Egypt upon the Conditions ftipulated
at El-Arith, with the Exception of fome Modifi-
cations; which thc;ex‘i&iﬁg Circumftances have
rendered neceflary. Thus -all Motive for a freth
Effufion of Blood would be obviated; anid a fegu-
" lar Negotiation {the Effe& of which would no
longer be prevented by unforefeen Orders) would
reftore to the Ottoman Empire thofe Provinces of
‘which it would be in vain to attempt to deprive us
by Force of Arms. If your Excellency fhares
thefe Sentiments of Peace and Concord, you will
communicate them to His Majefty the Emperor
Selim the Second, and without Doubt, you will
obtain Orders to refume, without Delay, thofe
Conferences which would condu& us to the Object
‘whith we are equally defirous of attaining. I beg.
your Excellency to believe in the high Confide-
ration I entertain for you.

(L.S.) . (Signed) KLEBER.
_Cairo, the 20th Germmal Year 8 of the French
Republic, (1oth of April 1800,) which an-

fwers to the 14th of the Month of the Moon
Zyfkade in the Year of the Agira 1214,

L 2
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D.

Au Camp de Jaffa, 15 Avril 1800.

Baudot, Premier Aide-de-Camp du General Kleber,
Commandant en Chef de I’Armée Francaife en

Egyptc

A Monfieur le Premier Interpréte de la Subhme
Porte.

" Monfieur le Prince,

E n’ai cefié dans toutes les Converfations que

j’ai eues avec vous, de vous répéter que PIn-
tention ferme et bien prononcée du General Kleber,
a toujours été d’executer fcrupuleufement le Traité
d’El-Arith. ]’y ajoute avec Confiance, connaiffant -
le Caralere loyal et franc de ce Général, et le
vrai Défir qu’il a de donner au Supreme Vizir des
Preuves pofitives de fa bonne Foi, que quelques
foient les Chances de la Guerre, I’Armée Fran.
caife évacuera I’Egypte, auffitét qug les Paflports
néceflaires du Gouvernement Anglais feront arri-
vés, ainfi que le Nombre des Bitimens ftipulé
pour le Tranfport des Troupes.

J’ai ’'Honneur d’etre, &c.
(Signé)  BAUDOT,
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D.

(TRANSLATION.)

At the Camp of Jaffa, 15th April 1800,

Baﬁdot, Firft Aid-de-Camp to General Kleber,
Commander in Chief of the French Army in

Egypt.
To the Firft Interpreter of the Sublime Porte.

Prince,
N all my Converfations with you, I have continu-
ally repeated to you, that the firm and clearly
exprefled Intention of General Kleber has always
been fcrupuloufly to execute the Treaty of El-
Arith. Tadd, with Confidence, from my Know-
ledge of the loyal and open Chara&er of that
General, and the real With which he has to give
to the Supreme Vizir the moft pofitive Proofs of
his good Faith, that, whatever may be the Fortune
of War, the French Army fhall evacuate Egypt
immediately after the Arrival of the neceflary Pafl-
ports from the Englifh Government, and of the
Number of Veflels ftipulated for the Tranfport of
the Troops.
I have the Honous, &c.

(Signed) ~ BAUDOT.

SR,
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